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Islamic law has traditionally prohibited women from being prayer leaders and
heads of state. A small number of Muslims today are beginning to challenge this
stance, but they face considerable opposition from the broader Muslim
community.

‘Women and Leadership in Islamic Law’ examines the assumption within much
existing feminist scholarship that the patriarchal nature of pre-Islamic and early
Muslim Near Eastern Society is the primary reason for the development of
Islamic legal rulings prohibiting women from leadership positions. It claims that
the evolution of Islamic law was a complex process, shaped by numerous
cultural, historical, political and social factors, as well as scriptural sources
whose importance cannot be dismissed. Therefore, the book critically examines a
broad survey of legal works from the four canonical Sunni schools of law to
determine the factors that influenced the development of the legal rulings
prohibiting women from assuming various leadership roles. The passages that
elaborate rulings about women’s leadership are presented in translation as an
appendix to the research, and are then subjected to a variety of critical analyses to
identify the reasons, influences, and assumptions underlying those rulings.

This is the first time works of all four schools of law have been subjected to this
kind of analysis for the express purpose of determining the extent to which
gender attitudes have influenced and determined the rulings. This book will
therefore be a vital resource for students and scholars of Islamic Studies,
Religious Studies and Gender Studies.
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Islamic law has traditionally prohibited women from being prayer leaders and heads of state. A small number
of Muslims today are beginning to challenge this stance, but they face considerable opposition from the
broader Muslim community.

‘Women and Leadership in Islamic Law’ examines the assumption within much existing feminist scholarship
that the patriarchal nature of pre-Islamic and early Muslim Near Eastern Society is the primary reason for the
development of Islamic legal rulings prohibiting women from leadership positions. It claims that the
evolution of Islamic law was a complex process, shaped by numerous cultural, historical, political and social
factors, as well as scriptural sources whose importance cannot be dismissed. Therefore, the book critically
examines a broad survey of legal works from the four canonical Sunni schools of law to determine the
factors that influenced the development of the legal rulings prohibiting women from assuming various
leadership roles. The passages that elaborate rulings about women’s leadership are presented in translation as
an appendix to the research, and are then subjected to a variety of critical analyses to identify the reasons,
influences, and assumptions underlying those rulings.

This is the first time works of all four schools of law have been subjected to this kind of analysis for the
express purpose of determining the extent to which gender attitudes have influenced and determined the
rulings. This book will therefore be a vital resource for students and scholars of Islamic Studies, Religious
Studies and Gender Studies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

David Solomon Jalajel is a consultant with King Saud University’s Prince Sultan Research Institute in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Previously, he was a lecturer in Islamic theology and legal theory at the Dar al-Uloom
in Cape Town, South Africa. He is interested in how traditional approaches to Islamic theology and law
relate to contemporary Muslim society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

The book Women and Leadership in Islamic Law: A Critical Analysis of Classical Legal Texts (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the best thing like a book Women and Leadership in Islamic Law: A Critical Analysis of
Classical Legal Texts (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East)? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Women and Leadership in Islamic Law: A Critical Analysis of Classical
Legal Texts (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Clarence Delapaz:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Women and Leadership in Islamic Law: A Critical Analysis of Classical Legal Texts (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Owen Neri:

Women and Leadership in Islamic Law: A Critical Analysis of Classical Legal Texts (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us



recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Women and Leadership in Islamic
Law: A Critical Analysis of Classical Legal Texts (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) however
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.

Maria Holder:

You can find this Women and Leadership in Islamic Law: A Critical Analysis of Classical Legal Texts
(Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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