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Today it is often said that we live in a 'rape culture'. Panicked headlines tell us
that rape is on the increase and that the police are failing to deal with it. Our
courts are said to be incapable of delivering justice in rape cases, with the rate of
convictions remaining consistently low. Sexism and misogyny in wider society
have created a culture in which rape is pervasive, under-reported and often
ignored by an uncaring public. But these claims are built on myths and
misunderstandings.
This book argues that the belief in a 'rape culture' is seriously distorting our
discussion of sexual violence. It explains how the laws around rape have
expanded significantly in recent decades, giving the state a far greater say in the
most intimate areas of our lives. The drive to prosecute more and more people
has damaging implications for our legal rights and basic freedoms - and our
ability to live intimately with one another. If we are to have a serious discussion
about rape, it's time to dispel the dangerous myth of rape culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Gittos is particularly strong on recent developments in the law relating to sexual violence, showing how it is
intruding into our intimate lives in ways in which most people would not feel reasonable… The figures given
are thoroughly examined and the arguments are compelling, if disheartening."

(Sue Magee The Bookbag)

"Luke Gittos has written the clearest, most incisive critique of the rape culture to date. His provocative
observation, that rape culture is part and parcel of an official outlook which problematizes and seeks to
regulate intimate relationships, challenges the premise for policing young people's sexuality and suggests the
need for a robust defense of the integrity of intimacy and personal autonomy."

(Nancy McDermott, of Women for Tolerance and Freedom)

"Gittos has produced a useful and intelligent analysis that clarifies and makes sense of an issue that has
become very muddled. Gittos's tightly written polemic argues against the accepted view that we live in a
society in which misogyny and everyday sexism have created a so-called rape culture, in which rape is
pervasive, underreported and ignored… And that’s why Gittos’s intervention is so vital. He is intent on
protecting the sphere of intimacy from those who see rape everywhere."

(Ann Furedi Spiked!)

About the Author

Luke Gittos is a solicitor practising criminal law. He has extensive experience in defending allegations of
rape and sexual violence. He is the legal editor for Spiked online, where he writes regularly about legal
developments in this field and about defendant's rights generally. He regularly participates in debates on
legal issues on television and radio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Downs:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Why Rape Culture is a Dangerous Myth
(Societas) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The book Why Rape Culture is a Dangerous Myth (Societas) is not only
giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Why Rape Culture is a
Dangerous Myth (Societas). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.



Karen Wells:

Why Rape Culture is a Dangerous Myth (Societas) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Why Rape Culture is a
Dangerous Myth (Societas) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Kevin Vargas:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Why Rape Culture is a Dangerous
Myth (Societas) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Thomas Palmer:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their passion.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Why Rape Culture is a Dangerous Myth (Societas) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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