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Who sets language policy today? Who made whom the grammar doctor? Lacking
the equivalent of I'Académie francgaise, we English speakers must find our own
way looking for guidance or vindication in source after source. McGuffey's
Readers introduced nineteenth-century studentsto "correct” English. Strunk and
White's Elements of Syle and William Safire's column, "On Language," provide
help on diction and syntax to contemporary writers and speakers. Sister Miriam
Joseph's book, The Trivium: The Liberal Arts of Logic, Grammar, and Rhetoric,
invites the reader into a deeper understanding—one that includes rules,
definitions, and guidelines, but whose ultimate end is to transform the reader into
alibera artist.

A liberal artist seeks the perfection of the human faculties. The liberal artist
begins with the language arts, the trivium, which is the basis of all learning
because it teaches the tools for reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
Thinking underlies all these activities. Many readers will recognize elements of
this book: parts of speech, syntax, propositions, syllogisms, enthymemes, |ogical
fallacies, scientific method, figures of speech, rhetorical technique, and poetics.
The Trivium, however, presents these elements within a philosophy of language
that connects thought, expression, and reality.

"Trivium" means the crossroads where the three branches of language meet. In
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, students studied and mastered this
integrated view of language. Regrettably, modern language teaching keeps the
parts without the vision of the whole. Inspired by the possibility of helping
students "acquire mastery over the tools of learning” Sister Miriam Joseph and
other teachers at Saint Mary's College designed and taught a course on the
trivium for all first year students. The Trivium resulted from that noble endeavor.

Theliberal artist travels in good company. Sister Miriam Joseph frequently cites
passages from William Shakespeare, John Milton, Plato, the Bible, Homer, and
other great writers. The Paul Dry Books edition of The Trivium provides new
graphics and notes to make the book accessible to today's readers. Sister Miriam
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Joseph told her first audience that "the function of the trivium is the training of
the mind for the study of matter and spirit, which constitute the sum of reality.
The fruit of education is culture, which Mathew Arnold defined as ‘the
knowledge of ourselves and the world.™ May this noble endeavor lead many to
that end.

"Isthe trivium, then, a sufficient education for life? Properly taught, | believe
that it should be."—Dorothy L. Sayers

"The Triviumis a highly recommended and welcome contribution to any serious
and dedicated writer's reference collection."—Midwest Book Review
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matter and spirit, which constitute the sum of reality. The fruit of education is culture, which Mathew Arnold
defined as 'the knowledge of ourselves and the world.™ May this noble endeavor lead many to that end.

"Isthe trivium, then, a sufficient education for life? Properly taught, | believe that it should be."—Dorothy L.
Sayers
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Triviumis a highly recommended and welcome contribution to any serious and dedicated writer's
reference collection."—Midwest Book Review

About the Author

Sister Miriam Joseph (1898-1982) earned her doctorate from Columbia University. A member of the Sisters
of the Holy Cross, Sister Miriam was professor of English at Saint Mary's College from 1931 to 1960. She
was also the author of Shakespeare's Use of the Arts of Language and many articles on Shakespeare and on
the trivium.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
George Finch:

This The Trivium: The Liberal Artsof Logic, Grammar, and Rhetoric tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Trivium: The Liberal Arts of Logic, Grammar,
and Rhetoric can be one of severa great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The Trivium: The Liberal Arts of Logic, Grammar, and Rhetoric giving you
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. S0, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Will Cathcart:

This book untitled The Trivium: The Liberal Arts of Logic, Grammar, and Rhetoric to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Sandra Castillo:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find anew activity thisislook different you can read any



book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-
book. The book The Trivium: The Liberal Arts of Logic, Grammar, and Rhetoric it is very good to read.
There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Wanda Hardin:

As ascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Trivium: The Liberal Arts of Logic, Grammar, and Rhetoric can make you feel
more interested to read.
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