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Shihäb al-Din al-Suhrawardi was born around 1154, probably in northwestern
Iran. Spurred by a dream in which Aristotle appeared to him, he rejected the
Avicennan Peripatetic philosophy of his youth and undertook the task of reviving
the philosophical tradition of the "Ancients."

Suhruwardi's philosophy grants an epistemological role to immediate and
atemporal intuition. It is explicitly anti-Peripatetic and is identified with the pre-
Aristotelian sages, particularly Plato. The subject of his hikmat al-Ishraq—now
available for the first time in English—is the "science of lights," a science that
Suhrawardi first learned through mystical exercises reinforced later by logical
proofs and confirmed by what he saw as the parallel experiences of the Ancients.
It was completed on 15 September 1186; and at sunset that evening, in the
western sky, the sun, the moon, and the five visible planets came together in a
magnificent conjunction in the constellation of Libra. The stars soon turned
against Suhrawardi, however, who was reluctantly put to death by the son of
Saladin, the sultan of Egypt, in 1191.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Arabic (translation)
Original Language: Arabic

About the Author

John Walbridge is professor of Near Eastern languages and cultures at Indiana University Bloomington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Philosophy of Illumination is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Ashley Williams:

The ability that you get from The Philosophy of Illumination may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but The Philosophy of Illumination giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular The Philosophy of Illumination instantly.

Joyce Greenberg:

The actual book The Philosophy of Illumination will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book The Philosophy of Illumination is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Homer Holmes:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but



additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Philosophy of Illumination we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Philosophy of Illumination.
You can more inviting than now.
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