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In this diary-like memoir, composed of his most poignant and insightful journal
entries, The Intimate Merton lays bare the steep ways of Thomas Merton's
spiritual path. Culled from the seven volumes of his personal journals, this
twenty nine year chronicle deepens and extends the story Thomas Merton
recounted and made famous in The Seven Storey Mountain. This book is the
spiritual autobiography of our century's most celebrated monk -- the wisdom
gained from the personal experience of an enduring spiritual teacher. Here is
Merton's account of his life's major challenges, his confrontations with monastic
and church hierarchies, his interaction with religious traditions east and west, and
his antiwar and civil-rights activities. In The Intimate Merton we engage a
writer's art of "confession and witness" as he searches for a contemporary,
authentic, and global spirituality.

Recounting Merton's earliest days in the monastery to his journey east to meet
the Dalai Lama, The Intimate Merton captures the essence of what makes
Thomas Merton's life journey so perennially relevant.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
If you like your saints packaged without the messiness of an actual error-filled life, this book is not for you.
If, however, you want a glimpse inside the mind and spirit of a splendid writer and thinker who tried live his
life as honestly as he could as a journey into God, then this is a grace-filled beauty. Subtitled "His Life from
His Journals," these selections--dating from 1939 (before he entered the monastery) to 1968 (within days of
his death)--remind us how much of Merton's life unfolded precisely in and through his own writing--how he
made himself through his writing. As he says, "it seems to me that writing, far from being an obstacle to
spiritual perfection in my own life, has become one of the conditions on which my perfection will depend."
Merton contends that writing--honest writing--is his way to move more and more deeply into the truth. In
these very honest pages, covering everything from his meeting with the Dalai Lama to his experience of
falling in love (25 years after entering the monastery), Truth unfolds itself through the act of writing. These
pages are a thread into the center of that labyrinth, which is where he meets his God. Now we're invited
along for the ride. --Doug Thorpe

From Publishers Weekly
"A path through the woods" is the description Hart and Montaldo (Merton's last secretary and a Merton
lecturer, respectively) give to this condensation of the diaries faithfully kept by Merton before and
throughout his 27 years as a Trappist monk at Our Lady of Gethsemani monastery in Kentucky. "Woods"
serves as metaphor for Merton's full body of autobiographical work, encompassing the journals published
during his life and the seven volumes that remained unpublished for 25 years after his death in 1968. This
manageable portrait of Merton's inner and outer life, beginning in 1939, is condensed from the seven
volumes and will likely suffice for all but Merton scholars and the most devoted aficionados. Merton's
restlessness, his frustration with censorship of his anti-war writings and his affinity for nature are portrayed
here. Readers are privy to his dreams and his experiences of divine and human love, including details of his
secretive love affair. The volume ends as abruptly as his life, cut short at age 53 by accidental electrocution
in Bangkok, where he was exploring Asian religions. The path cleared by Hart and Montaldo, worthy guides
to this terrain, is a boon for busy readers, who will turn to Merton's journals not only for information about
his life but to learn, from his spiritual self-scrutiny, more about themselves. (Dec.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This is a one-volume condensation of Merton's journals, which have been published over the last few years;
its seven chapters correspond to the seven volumes of Merton's complete journals. Hart, who was Merton's
last secretary, and Montaldo (Entering the Silence) have maintained all of Merton's central
themesAincluding the controversial ones, like the relationship with the nurse identified as "M." and Merton's
doubts about his vocation. Unfortunately, owing to deletions, the transitions are sometimes abrupt and
jarring, and footnotes from the original identifying persons and terms have been removed. But this is
certainly not an attempt to sanitize Merton's journals; all of Hart and Mantaldo's condensing is intended to
make their riches available to those who do not want to wade through all seven volumes. A nice selection of
photographs is included. Because Merton is probably the most widely selling American spiritual writer, this
title is sure to be in great demand. For most libraries.AAugustine J. Curley, O.S.B., Newark Abbey, NJ
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Megan Snyder:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Intimate Merton: His Life from His Journals. Try to face the
book The Intimate Merton: His Life from His Journals as your friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let
us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ellen Jorge:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Intimate Merton:
His Life from His Journals. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Jake Harris:

The Intimate Merton: His Life from His Journals can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Intimate
Merton: His Life from His Journals yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Karina McDermott:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Intimate Merton: His Life from His Journals we can have more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The
Intimate Merton: His Life from His Journals. You can more attractive than now.
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