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The Ghost Brigades are the Special Forces of the Colonial Defense Forces, elite
troops created from the DNA of the dead and turned into the perfect soldiers for
the CDF's toughest operations. They're young, they're fast and strong, and they're
totally without normal human qualms.

The universe is a dangerous place for humanity?and it's about to become far
more dangerous. Three races that humans have clashed with before have allied to
halt our expansion into space. Their linchpin: the turncoat military scientist
Charles Boutin, who knows the CDF's biggest military secrets. To prevail, the
CDF must find out why Boutin did what he did.

Jared Dirac is the only human who can provide answers -- a superhuman hybrid,
created from Boutin's DNA, Jared's brain should be able to access Boutin's
electronic memories. But when the memory transplant appears to fail, Jared is
given to the Ghost Brigades.

At first, Jared is a perfect soldier, but as Boutin's memories slowly surface, Jared
begins to intuit the reason's for Boutin's betrayal. As Jared desperately hunts for
his "father," he must also come to grips with his own choices. Time is running
out: The alliance is preparing its offensive, and some of them plan worse things
than humanity's mere military defeat…
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This fast-paced interstellar military drama doesn't quite meet the high expectations set by its predecessor,
Scalzi's acclaimed Old Man's War (2005), but it comes impressively close. Shifting focus from seniors in
young bodies to infants in old bodies, it follows Jared Dirac, a superhuman soldier, from unusual birth to
ambiguous death. Dirac is an altered clone of Charles Boutin, a military scientist who betrayed humankind to
alien aggressors, and the Colonial Defense Forces' only hope of finding Boutin lies in transplanting his
memories into Dirac's brain. When the transplant seems to fail, Dirac is sent to Special Forces, known as the
Ghost Brigades for their habit of creating new soldiers from the DNA of the dead. His indoctrination there
comes in handy when Boutin's memories begin to surface. Scalzi pays gleeful homage to Ender's Game, The
Forever War and Starship Troopers, sometimes at the expense of originality. All he needs to make the jump
from good to great is to trust in his own ideas. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Though it's a sequel of sorts to his 2005 debut, Old Man's War, John Scalzi's new novel is hardly business as
usual. Beyond the battles and the portent of humanity's end, Scalzi plays with deeper issues of identity in an
increasingly technological world in this second volume of a proposed trilogy. A switch from first person to
third and one narrator (Dirac) who is unaware of his own role in the story might hold the book back from
must-read status, but otherwise The Ghost Brigades gleams with the best traits of thoughtful SF.
Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
Scalzi's riveting and original Old Man's War (2005) introduced readers to the Colonial Defense Forces
(CDF), an Earth-based galactic army composed of senior citizens rejuvenated by high-tech wizardry into
youthful warriors. In this equally engaging, battle-driven sequel, the CDF's latest operation entails tracking
down renegade scientist Charles Boutin, who is responsible for handing over deadly military secrets to
humanity's extraterrestrial enemies. Fortunately, a computer-based replica of Boutin's consciousness is on
file and ready for transfer into newly cloned special-forces soldier Jirad Dirac, who shares Boutin's DNA.
When the consciousness transfer doesn't quite take, Dirac is handed off to a battalion for routine but closely
monitored training. Just when Dirac is getting comfortable with his own identity, however, Boutin's
memories kick in, and Dirac and his team are summarily dispatched to an enemy planet to capture Boutin
and solve the mystery of his treason before humanity is destroyed. Scalzi skillfully weaves together action,
memorable characterizations, and a touch of philosophy in a first-rate military sf outing. Carl Hays
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Payne:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Ghost Brigades (Old Man's War) book is readable by simply you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
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The Ghost Brigades (Old Man's War) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The Ghost Brigades (Old Man's War) is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Katherine Clark:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the guide untitled The Ghost Brigades (Old Man's War) can be very good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Paula Adame:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. The Ghost Brigades (Old Man's War) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.

Elaine Harvey:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Ghost Brigades (Old Man's War) is
simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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