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"This book is written because in a short time none can tell what the Dakotas of
Minnesota were when the first white mission for them began. This fragment of
the History of Minnesota may be of more value at some future time than it is
now. It may be thought strange that the writer, who was so many years a
missionary among the Dakotas, has said nothing about the way in which they
received or rejected Christianity; but he thought it better not to mention that
subject at all than to treat it superficially, and justice could not be done here
without too greatly extending this work. My main object has been to show what
manner of people the Dakotas were as savages, while they still retained the
customs of their ancestors." Looking for an evangelistic opportunity, the Pond
brothers determined that the Dakota people, living in what is now southern
Minnesota, would make an appropriate mission. They arrived at St. Peters (now
St. Paul, Minnesota), on May 1, 1834, with no formal training or credentials and
no financial sponsorship other than their personal savings. Marpiya Wicasta
(Cloud Man), chief of a village living at Lake Calhoun (present-day Minneapolis)
had requested assistance with farming, and Gideon took this role, intending to
learn the Dakota language. The brothers believed that the ability to speak the
language accurately was essential if their message was to be received. As they
learned, they devised an alphabet suitable for recording the sounds of Dakota,
and they taught this to their neighbors, thus bringing them the ability to read and
write in their own language. They also began to compile a Dakota dictionary, to
which later missionaries also contributed. The Pond alphabet and the
Dakota–English dictionary are still in use. The Ponds also taught the Dakotas
subsistence agriculture. Pond writes: "They were very sensitive to ridicule, and
had a great dread of appearing in a ludicrous light. It did not always please them
to have white visitors, especially strangers, enter their homes, ask impertinent
questions, and scan too closely their clothing, furniture, etc. They were too
courteous to resent what they considered the impertinence of their ill-bred
visitors, but they did not speak very flatteringly of them after they were gone, and
it was unpleasant for one who knew their feelings to accompany such visitors to
their tents and interpret for them. They were not very confiding, but when they
became thoroughly convinced that a man was honest, they would trust him with
almost anything. "The Dakotas supposed that thunder was the voice of a bird,
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which used lightning as a means of destroying enemies. Many of them really
thought they had seen this marvelous bird. With a prior belief in its existence, it
is not strange that a terrified imagination should discover it among the dark
flying clouds of a thunder storm. This bird they worshipped. "Another object of
worship was Taku-Shkan-Shkan, or that which moves. Stones were the symbol
of this deity, and, sometimes at least, his dwelling-place. The Indians believed
that some stones possessed the power of locomotion, or were moved by some
invisible, supernatural power; and intelligent men affirmed that they had seen
stones which had moved some distance on level ground, leaving a track or furrow
behind them. The moving of the stone and the track behind it were doubtless the
work of some cunning rogue, but some men of good common sense evidently
believed that some stones could move or were moved by the god of which they
were the symbol."
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became thoroughly convinced that a man was honest, they would trust him with almost anything. "The
Dakotas supposed that thunder was the voice of a bird, which used lightning as a means of destroying
enemies. Many of them really thought they had seen this marvelous bird. With a prior belief in its existence,
it is not strange that a terrified imagination should discover it among the dark flying clouds of a thunder
storm. This bird they worshipped. "Another object of worship was Taku-Shkan-Shkan, or that which moves.
Stones were the symbol of this deity, and, sometimes at least, his dwelling-place. The Indians believed that
some stones possessed the power of locomotion, or were moved by some invisible, supernatural power; and
intelligent men affirmed that they had seen stones which had moved some distance on level ground, leaving
a track or furrow behind them. The moving of the stone and the track behind it were doubtless the work of
some cunning rogue, but some men of good common sense evidently believed that some stones could move
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corey Gardner:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Dakotas or Sioux in Minnesota as They Were in 1834. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important
any book The Dakotas or Sioux in Minnesota as They Were in 1834. You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Rosa Tarpley:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Dakotas or Sioux in Minnesota
as They Were in 1834 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
ideal book with you?

David Whetstone:

This The Dakotas or Sioux in Minnesota as They Were in 1834 is great e-book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Dakotas or Sioux in Minnesota as They Were in 1834 in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt that will?

Stacie Logan:

The book untitled The Dakotas or Sioux in Minnesota as They Were in 1834 contain a lot of information on



that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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