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The question of affect is central to critical theory, psychology, palitics, and the
entire range of the humanities; but no discipline, including psychoanalysis, has
offered a theory of affect that would be rich enough to account for the delicacy
and power, the evanescence and durability, the bodily rootedness and the
cultural variability of human emotion.

Silvan Tomkins (1911-1991) was one of the most radical and imaginative
psychologists of the twentieth century. In Affect, Imagery, Consciousness, afour-
volume work published over the last thirty years of hislife, Tomkins developed
an ambitious theory of affect steeped in cybernetics and systems theory as well as
in psychoanalysis, ethology, and neuroscience. The implications of his
conceptually daring and phenomenologically suggestive theory are only now—in
the context of postmodernism—beginning to be understood. With Shame and Its
Ssters, editors Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick and Adam Frank make available for the
first time an engaging and accessible selection of Tomkins' s work.

Featuring intensive examination of several key affects, particularly shame and
anger, this volume contains many of Tomkins's most haunting, diagnostically
incisive, and theoretically challenging discussions. An introductory essay by the
editors places Tomkins s work in the context of postwar information
technologies and will prompt a reexamination of some of the underlying
assumptions of recent critical work in cultural studies and other areas of the
humanities. The text is also accompanied by a biographical sketch of Tomkins by
noted psychologist Irving E. Alexander, Tomkins's longtime friend and
collaborator.
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The question of affect is central to critical theory, psychology, politics, and the entire range of the
humanities; but no discipline, including psychoanalysis, has offered a theory of affect that would be rich
enough to account for the delicacy and power, the evanescence and durability, the bodily rootedness and the
cultural variability of human emotion.

Silvan Tomkins (1911-1991) was one of the most radical and imaginative psychol ogists of the twentieth
century. In Affect, Imagery, Consciousness, a four-volume work published over the last thirty years of his
life, Tomkins developed an ambitious theory of affect steeped in cybernetics and systems theory aswell asin
psychoanalysis, ethology, and neuroscience. The implications of his conceptually daring and
phenomenologically suggestive theory are only now—in the context of postmodernism—Dbeginning to be
understood. With Shame and Its Ssters, editors Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick and Adam Frank make available for
the first time an engaging and accessible selection of Tomkins' swork.

Featuring intensive examination of several key affects, particularly shame and anger, this volume contains
many of Tomkins's most haunting, diagnostically incisive, and theoretically challenging discussions. An
introductory essay by the editors places Tomkins s work in the context of postwar information technologies
and will prompt a reexamination of some of the underlying assumptions of recent critical work in cultural
studies and other areas of the humanities. The text is also accompanied by a biographical sketch of Tomkins
by noted psychologist Irving E. Alexander, Tomkins' s longtime friend and collaborator.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Shame and Its Ssters will have amajor impact on the study of culturein the coming years, and on several
fronts. It isasignificant contribution to the current rethinking of emotion and affect that promises to explore
the limits of Freudian and dialectical models of the self, its pleasures, desires, and projects."—W. J. T.
Mitchell, Editor, Critical Inquiry

"A fascinating, timely, and richly ‘awry’ contribution to recent work on problems of agency, affect, and the
nature/culture debate generally. The introduction is superb, exact, and incisive. Shame and Its Ssters will be
of real interest to awide range of readers in the humanities, including history, literature, psychoanalytic
theory, work on the problem of the body and the * subject,” systems theory, and more."—Mark Seltzer,
Cornéell University

From the Back Cover

""Shame and Its Sisters" will have a major impact on the study of culture in the coming years, and on severa
fronts. It isasignificant contribution to the current rethinking of emotion and affect that promises to explore
the limits of Freudian and dialectical models of the salf, its pleasures, desires, and projects."--W. J. T.
Mitchell, Editor, "Critica Inquiry"

About the Author

At thetime of her death in 2009, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick was Distinguished Professor of English, CUNY
Graduate Center. Her many publications include A Dialogue On Love (Beacon, 1999); Fat Art/Thin Art
(Duke, 1994); Tendencies (Duke, 1993); and Epistemology of the Closet (California, 1990).

Users Review

From reader reviews:
David Martin:

The book Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan
Tomkins Reader? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it isvery
wonderful.



James Senters:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for
awhileisreading. Y eah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Shame and Its
Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Hester Crutchfield:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is definitely Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader.

Michadl Walker:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan
Tomkins Reader reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Shame and Its Sisters: A
Silvan Tomkins Reader as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one
publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth senseto
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense aready said so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.
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