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An analytical schism has developed over differing assessments of China's
military modernization. Underlying this debate are at least two key questions.
First, will the ongoing China s People’'s Liberation Army (PLA) modernization
provide Chinawith significant offensive power projection and/or preemptive
capability? If so, by when? Second, does the pace and success of China' s military
modernization constitute a threat to the United States and/or its friends and allies
in the Asia-Pacific region? At the source of these differing views on the pace and
likely success of the PLA modernization is alack of hard evidence, aggravated
by a Chinese tendency to conceal both strengths and weaknesses. There are al'so
analysts who are locked into positions on the PLA that the evidence seems
unable to alter. Lack of information is often muddied by anecdotal knowledge,
sometimes provided by Chinese interlocutors, that may be impossible to confirm
or refute. In addition, alarge body of conventional wisdom about the PLA has
built up over time, which may inhibit fresh reassessment. Finally, peer
comparisons of the PLA to the U.S. military, which is without equal in the post-
Cold War period, may shape analysis of the PLA’s capabilities and shortfalls. As
aresult, conclusions about China' s military modernization often leave
considerable room for interpretation on any side of an argument. The policy
decisions made today based in part on the absence of hard analysis will likely
haunt U.S. and allied policy and interests well into the 21st century, as China’'s
comprehensive strength and historic aspirations mature. In order to minimize
miscal cul ations about the PLA modernization, debate is essential, for it can help
reduce the twin analytical evils of overestimation and underestimation. Debate
can reduce wishful thinking or demonization about China s strategic capability
and intentions. It may also preclude counterproductive self-imposed constraints
on U.S. policy options based on fear of self-fulfilling prophecies of a China
threat. Active debate, finally, can lead to areevaluation of old, well-worn
assumptions, and spur greater exploitation of publicly available information
about the PLA and China’s national security. All of thiswould potentially help to
develop a clearer picture of China's People' s Liberation Army After Next into
the 21st century.
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An analytical schism has developed over differing assessments of China' s military modernization.
Underlying this debate are at |east two key questions. First, will the ongoing China's People’ s Liberation
Army (PLA) modernization provide China with significant offensive power projection and/or preemptive
capahility? If so, by when? Second, does the pace and success of China s military modernization constitute a
threat to the United States and/or its friends and alliesin the Asia-Pacific region? At the source of these
differing views on the pace and likely success of the PLA maodernization is alack of hard evidence,
aggravated by a Chinese tendency to conceal both strengths and weaknesses. There are also analysts who are
locked into positions on the PLA that the evidence seems unable to alter. Lack of information is often
muddied by anecdotal knowledge, sometimes provided by Chinese interlocutors, that may be impossible to
confirm or refute. In addition, alarge body of conventional wisdom about the PLA has built up over time,
which may inhibit fresh reassessment. Finally, peer comparisons of the PLA to the U.S. military, whichis
without equal in the post-Cold War period, may shape analysis of the PLA’s capabilities and shortfalls. Asa
result, conclusions about China s military modernization often leave considerable room for interpretation on
any side of an argument. The policy decisions made today based in part on the absence of hard analysis will
likely haunt U.S. and allied policy and interests well into the 21st century, as China' s comprehensive
strength and historic aspirations mature. In order to minimize miscal culations about the PLA modernization,
debate is essential, for it can help reduce the twin analytical evils of overestimation and underestimation.
Debate can reduce wishful thinking or demonization about China' s strategic capability and intentions. It may
also preclude counterproductive self-imposed constraints on U.S. policy options based on fear of self-
fulfilling prophecies of a Chinathreat. Active debate, finally, can lead to areevaluation of old, well-worn
assumptions, and spur greater exploitation of publicly available information about the PLA and China' s
national security. All of thiswould potentially help to develop a clearer picture of China s People’s
Liberation Army After Next into the 21st century.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thelma Martin:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Peopl€e's Liberation Army After
Next will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Patsy L ocke:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name People's
Liberation Army After Next suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Peopl€e's Liberation Army After Nextis the main one of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

David Thompson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book People's Liberation Army After Next was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book People's Liberation Army After
Next has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information coming
from abook. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your



book? Or just searching for the People's Liberation Army After Next when you desired it?
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