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In Senghor’s Shadow is a unique study of modern art in postindependence
Senegal. Elizabeth Harney examines the art that flourished during the
administration of Léopold Sédar Senghor, Senegal’s first president, and in the
decades since he stepped down in 1980. As a major philosopher and poet of
Negritude, Senghor envisioned an active and revolutionary role for modern
artists, and he created a well-funded system for nurturing their work. In
questioning the canon of art produced under his aegis—known as the Ecole de
Dakar—Harney reconsiders Senghor’s Negritude philosophy, his desire to
express Senegal’s postcolonial national identity through art, and the system of art
schools and exhibits he developed. She expands scholarship on global
modernisms by highlighting the distinctive cultural history that shaped
Senegalese modernism and the complex and often contradictory choices made by
its early artists.

Heavily illustrated with nearly one hundred images, including some in color, In
Senghor’s Shadow surveys the work of a range of Senegalese artists, including
painters, muralists, sculptors, and performance-based groups—from those who
worked at the height of Senghor’s patronage system to those who graduated from
art school in the early 1990s. Harney reveals how, in the 1970s, avant-gardists
contested Negritude beliefs by breaking out of established artistic forms. During
the 1980s and 1990s, artists such as Moustapha Dimé, Germaine Anta Gaye, and
Kan-Si engaged with avant-garde methods and local artistic forms to challenge
both Senghor’s legacy and the broader art world’s understandings of cultural
syncretism. Ultimately, Harney’s work illuminates the production and reception
of modern Senegalese art within the global arena.
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In Senghor’s Shadow is a unique study of modern art in postindependence Senegal. Elizabeth Harney
examines the art that flourished during the administration of Léopold Sédar Senghor, Senegal’s first
president, and in the decades since he stepped down in 1980. As a major philosopher and poet of Negritude,
Senghor envisioned an active and revolutionary role for modern artists, and he created a well-funded system
for nurturing their work. In questioning the canon of art produced under his aegis—known as the Ecole de
Dakar—Harney reconsiders Senghor’s Negritude philosophy, his desire to express Senegal’s postcolonial
national identity through art, and the system of art schools and exhibits he developed. She expands
scholarship on global modernisms by highlighting the distinctive cultural history that shaped Senegalese
modernism and the complex and often contradictory choices made by its early artists.

Heavily illustrated with nearly one hundred images, including some in color, In Senghor’s Shadow surveys
the work of a range of Senegalese artists, including painters, muralists, sculptors, and performance-based
groups—from those who worked at the height of Senghor’s patronage system to those who graduated from
art school in the early 1990s. Harney reveals how, in the 1970s, avant-gardists contested Negritude beliefs by
breaking out of established artistic forms. During the 1980s and 1990s, artists such as Moustapha Dimé,
Germaine Anta Gaye, and Kan-Si engaged with avant-garde methods and local artistic forms to challenge
both Senghor’s legacy and the broader art world’s understandings of cultural syncretism. Ultimately,
Harney’s work illuminates the production and reception of modern Senegalese art within the global arena.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book In Senghor's Shadow: Art,
Politics, and the Avant-Garde in Senegal, 1960–1995 (Objects/Histories). All type of book is it possible to
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dorothy Frazier:

This book untitled In Senghor's Shadow: Art, Politics, and the Avant-Garde in Senegal, 1960–1995
(Objects/Histories) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this book from your list.

Stacey Pinkston:

Typically the book In Senghor's Shadow: Art, Politics, and the Avant-Garde in Senegal, 1960–1995
(Objects/Histories) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book.
This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Maria McGhee:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like In Senghor's Shadow: Art, Politics, and the
Avant-Garde in Senegal, 1960–1995 (Objects/Histories) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.
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