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From 1980 to 1992, Maoist Shining Path rebels, Peruvian state forces, and
Andean peasants waged a bitter civil war that left some 69,000 people dead.
Using archival research and oral interviews, Before the Shining Path is the first
long-term historical examination of the Shining Path's political, economic, and
social antecedents in Ayacucho, the department where the Shining Path initiated
its war. This study uncovers rural Ayacucho's vibrant but largely unstudied
twentieth-century political history and contends that the Shining Path was the last
and most extreme of a series of radical political movements that indigenous
peasants pursued. The Shining Path's violence against rural indigenous
populations exposed the tight hold of anti-Indian prejudice inside Peru, as rebels
reproduced the same hatreds they aimed to defeat. But, this was nothing new.
Heilman reveals that minute divides inside rural indigenous communities
repeatedly led to violent conflict across the twentieth century.
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From 1980 to 1992, Maoist Shining Path rebels, Peruvian state forces, and Andean peasants waged a bitter
civil war that left some 69,000 people dead. Using archival research and oral interviews, Before the Shining
Path is the first long-term historical examination of the Shining Path's political, economic, and social
antecedents in Ayacucho, the department where the Shining Path initiated its war. This study uncovers rural
Ayacucho's vibrant but largely unstudied twentieth-century political history and contends that the Shining
Path was the last and most extreme of a series of radical political movements that indigenous peasants
pursued. The Shining Path's violence against rural indigenous populations exposed the tight hold of anti-
Indian prejudice inside Peru, as rebels reproduced the same hatreds they aimed to defeat. But, this was
nothing new. Heilman reveals that minute divides inside rural indigenous communities repeatedly led to
violent conflict across the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"By comparing the politics of two rural districts in Ayacucho over 85 years, the author provides the first in-
depth historical perspective on the appeal of the Shining Path, Peru's Maoist revolutionary movement . . .
Based on extensive archival research and oral histories, this lucidly written work deserves a wide readership .
. . Highly recommended." (S. J. Hirsch Choice)

"This book is a thought-provoking intervention in the historical debates on political participation, protest,
and violence in the Peruvian sierra throughout the twentieth century . . . I highly recommend Heilman's book
for students and scholars of Peruvian history, peasant movements, and political violence, as well as
practitioners of archival and ethnographic methodologies." (Onur Bakiner Latin American Politics and
Society)

"Jaymie Patricia Heilman has provided us with much needed data and interpretation that enables us better to
understand the 'mysteries' usually associated with the Shining Path's violence. Before the Shining Path is a
valuable, rigorously researched, and eloquently argued contribution to the twentieth-century history of Peru
as experienced by a rural Andean society. It also illuminates the workings of the different political parties
and the state in a region usually considered to have been aloof from national politics." (Cecilia Méndez
University of California at Santa Barbara)

"Heilman bases Before the Shining Path in part of archival material, but the best information comes from
extensive interviews and participant observation. This work could not have been easy and at certain points
may even have been dangerous. She is to be congratulated for undertaking the research and for producing a
convincingly argued and well-written monograph." (David McCreery Agricultural History)

"This book is a sensitive and probing analysis of tensions in Ayacucho before the Shining Path insurgency
devastated the area in the 1980s. It is not easy to understand the violence that swept through this area, but
Heilman's work provides important insights into local dynamics. Heilman excels at combining archival
research with oral history interviews to create a complex and nuanced study of class and racial dynamics in
the countryside." (Marc Becker Truman State University)

"Well-written, impressively researched, and with a compelling argument about the rise of [the Shining Path]
that also complicates dominant interpretations of key political processes in Peru's twentieth century,
Heilman's Before the Shining Path is a first-rate contribution to the scholarship on Peru's 'time of fear'."
(Paulo Drinot)

"Before the Shining Path is a major contribution to our understanding of the precursors to revolutionary
violence; it will appeal to students, academic specialists, and policy analysts alike." (David Scott Palmer
Hispanic American Historical Review)

"Heilman's book is a fascinating study of the historical antecedents of the Partido Comunista del Perú. . ."
(Agustín Goenaga Orrego)

About the Author
Jaymie Patricia Heilman is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Alberta.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Williams:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural Ayacucho,
1895-1980 seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural Ayacucho,
1895-1980 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all
the book Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural Ayacucho, 1895-1980. You never truly feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Helen Mota:

The feeling that you get from Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural Ayacucho, 1895-1980 will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural
Ayacucho, 1895-1980 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural Ayacucho, 1895-1980 instantly.

Mary Burnette:

The reason why? Because this Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural Ayacucho, 1895-1980 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Carol Ray:

The book untitled Before the Shining Path: Politics in Rural Ayacucho, 1895-1980 contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published
by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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