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When non-Orthodox Jews become frum (religious), they encounter much more
than dietary laws and Sabbath prohibitions. They find themselvesin the midst of
awhole new culture, involving matchmakers, homemade gefilte fish, and

Y iddish-influenced grammar. Becoming Frum explains how these newcomers
learn Orthodox language and culture through their interactions with community
veterans and other newcomers. Some take on as much as they can as quickly as
they can, going beyond the norms of those raised in the community. Others
maintain aspects of their pre-Orthodox selves, yielding unique combinations, like
Matisyahu’ s reggae music or Hebrew words and sing-song intonation used with
American dang, asin “mamish (realy) keepin’ it real.”

Sarah Bunin Benor brings insight into the phenomenon of adopting a new
identity based on ethnographic and sociolinguistic research among men and
women in an American Orthodox community. Her analysisis applicable to other
situations of adult language socialization, such as students learning medical
jargon or Canadians moving to Australia. Becoming Frum offers a scholarly and
accessiblelook at the linguistic and cultural process of “becoming.”
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When non-Orthodox Jews become frum (religious), they encounter much more than dietary laws and
Sabbath prohibitions. They find themselvesin the midst of awhole new culture, involving matchmakers,
homemade gefilte fish, and Yiddish-influenced grammar. Becoming Frum explains how these newcomers
learn Orthodox language and culture through their interactions with community veterans and other
newcomers. Some take on as much as they can as quickly as they can, going beyond the norms of those
raised in the community. Others maintain aspects of their pre-Orthodox selves, yielding unique
combinations, like Matisyahu’ s reggae music or Hebrew words and sing-song intonation used with American
dang, asin “mamish (really) keepin’ it real.”

Sarah Bunin Benor brings insight into the phenomenon of adopting a new identity based on ethnographic
and sociolinguistic research among men and women in an American Orthodox community. Her analysisis
applicable to other situations of adult language socialization, such as students learning medical jargon or
Canadians moving to Australia. Becoming Frum offers a scholarly and accessible ook at the linguistic and
cultural process of “becoming.”
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Editorial Review
Review

"Benor's engaging and innovative study of language and identity surprises, delights, and educates. Becoming
Frumisamust-read for anyone who wants to understand Jewish language and culture today."
(Mary Bucholtz department of lingustics, University of California, Santa Barbara 2011-11-17)

“Becoming Frum offers a nuanced visual and sound portrait of Orthodox Jewish life, enabling us to hear the
way individuals' identities evolve.”
(Samuel Heilman department of sociology, Queens College, CUNY 2011-11-17)

"This volume by Benor is a sociolinguistic study of non-Orthodox Jews becoming frum (religious) by
returning to the beliefs and practices of Orthodox Jewish life. Nine well-researched chapters underscore the
state of hesitation, decision, and action of returnees. Becoming Frum encodes dress change, eating habits,
social outlook, and an impressive array of 'dos and don'ts' that will identify the newly observant. Very
informative is Benor's investigative scrutiny of frumster speech (religious Yinglish). Thisisastrong
ethnographic study of issues and lessons related to becoming religiously Orthodox observant.
Recommended.”

(Choice 2013-06-01)

About the Author

SARAH BUNIN BENOR is an associate professor of contemporary Jewish studies at Hebrew Union
College—Jewish Institute of Religion. She has published and lectured widely on sociolinguistics, Jewish
languages, and Orthodox Jews.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robin Blakely:

This Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish
Cultures of the World) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This Becoming Frum: How
Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) without
we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Becoming Frum: How Newcomers L earn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism
(Jewish Cultures of the World) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves become
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Becoming Frum: How
Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) having
very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.



Victoria Owen:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It isagood choice for yoursalf but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the
Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Paula Royce:

Beside that Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism
(Jewish Cultures of the World) in your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Becoming
Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the
World) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!

Bryan Lewis:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the
Language and Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World) can give you alot of pals
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Becoming Frum: How Newcomers Learn the Language and
Culture of Orthodox Judaism (Jewish Cultures of the World).
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