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Dorothy Parker biographer Marion Meade shares insight into the last days
in the life of Dorothy Parker—the horrible and the hilarious—including her
colorful friendship with Lillian Hellman, and the bizarre afterlife of
Parker’s remains from a file cabinet on Wall Street to a small burial site by
the NAACP office in Baltimore.

The Volney was a dignified residence hotel, favored by older women and their
dogs, on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. Dorothy Parker died there, of a heart
attack, on June 7, 1967. She was seventy-three and had been famous for almost
half a century. As befitted a much-loved humorist, poet, and storywriter, the New
York Times announced her exit in a front-page obituary. This was followed by a
star-studded memorial service, also reported in the paper, which was attended by
some 150 of her friends and admirers. More than twenty years later, on October
20, 1988, Parker was buried in Baltimore, in a memorial garden at the national
headquarters of the NAACP. Why did it take more than two decades for Dorothy
Parker to get a decent burial? What accounts for her macabre Edgar Allan
Poe–style ending, arguably one of the most ghoulish in modern literary history?
And just what happened to her during those twenty-one years?

Dorothy Parker biographer Marion Meade draws from new research to portray
Parker in her last years and last days, with an emphasis on her posthumous
existence. The story also features Parker’s enduring friendship of over thirty
years with playwright and screenwriter Lillian Hellman, along with other notable
figures in Parker’s circle, including Dashiell Hammett and John O’Hara. Always
riotous and occasionally ghastly, The Last Days is utterly and completely
Dorothy Parker.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Easterling:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of
Dorothy Parker and Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics
Special). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of Dorothy Parker and
Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics Special). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Dave Arreola:

Here thing why this The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of Dorothy Parker and
Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics Special) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary
Lives of Dorothy Parker and Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin
Classics Special) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no reserve that similar with The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of
Dorothy Parker and Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics
Special). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of Dorothy
Parker and Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics Special) in e-
book can be your option.

Nichol Colby:

The book untitled The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of Dorothy Parker and Lillian
Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics Special) is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The



article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The
Extraordinary Lives of Dorothy Parker and Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A
Penguin Classics Special) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Lorraine Michael:

Beside this particular The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of Dorothy Parker and
Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics Special) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Last Days of Dorothy Parker: The Extraordinary Lives of
Dorothy Parker and Lillian Hellman and How Death Can Be Hell on Friendship (A Penguin Classics
Special) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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