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Both passionate and artful, learned and bawdy, Catullus is one of the best-known
and critically significant poets from classical antiquity. An intriguing aspect of
his poetry that has been neglected by scholars is his interest in silence, from the
pauses that shape everyday conversation to linguistic taboos and cultural
suppressions and the absolute silence of death.

            In Silence in Catullus, Benjamin Eldon Stevens offers fresh readings of
this Roman poet's most important works, focusing on his purposeful evocations
of silence. This deep and varied "poetics of silence" takes on many forms in
Catullus's poetic corpus: underscoring the lyricism of his poetry; highlighting
themes of desire, immortality-in-culture, and decay; accenting its structures and
rhythms; and, Stevens suggests, even articulating underlying philosophies.
Combining classical philological methods, contemporary approaches to silence in
modern literature, and the most recent Catullan scholarship, this imaginative
examination of Catullus offers a new interpretation of one of the ancient world's
most influential and inimitable voices.
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poets from classical antiquity. An intriguing aspect of his poetry that has been neglected by scholars is his
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suppressions and the absolute silence of death.

            In Silence in Catullus, Benjamin Eldon Stevens offers fresh readings of this Roman poet's most
important works, focusing on his purposeful evocations of silence. This deep and varied "poetics of silence"
takes on many forms in Catullus's poetic corpus: underscoring the lyricism of his poetry; highlighting themes
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examination of Catullus offers a new interpretation of one of the ancient world's most influential and
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Editorial Review

Review

"Accords much needed and long overdue attention to the many and arresting references in the Catullan
poetic corpus to oral activity: from the lips and teeth to the throat and larynx, both with and without
sound."—Judith P. Hallett, University of Maryland, College Park

“Stevens's multifaceted approach allows for us to begin to appreciate this understudied side of Catullus and
to gain a deeper understanding of his poetics. To borrow an old dictum from the musical realm: music is not
simply made by the sounds that are made; it is made by the interplay between the sounds and their
intervening silences. Stevens has showed us how to hear the silences in Catullus's melody; it's up to us to
listen for them.”—Bryn Mawr Classical Review

“A valuable addition to scholarship on Catullus and Latin poetry. By calling attention to what is not, should
not, or simply cannot be said in poetic speech, it reveals paradoxical but intimate relationships between the
words we say and the silences surrounding them that give them meaning.”— Classical Review

About the Author

Benjamin Eldon Stevens is a visiting assistant professor of classics at Trinity University in San Antonio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cora Conte:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Silence in Catullus
(Wisconsin Studies in Classics) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joseph Felder:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be Silence in Catullus (Wisconsin Studies in Classics).



Ana Smith:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Silence in
Catullus (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Marivel Tye:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Silence in Catullus (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) or
even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Silence in Catullus (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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