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South Korea represents one of the world's most enthusiastic markets for plastic
surgery. The growth of this market is particularly fascinating as access to medical
care and surgery arose only recently with economic growth since the 1980s.
Reconstructing Bodies traces the development of amedical infrastructure in the
Republic of Korea (ROK) from 1945 to the present, arguing that the plastic
surgery craze and the related devel opment of biotech ambitions is deeply rooted
in historical experience. Tracking the ROK's transition and independence from
Japan, John P. DiMoia explains how the South Korean government mobilized
biomedical resources and technologies to consolidate its desired image of a
modern and progressive nation. Offering in-depth accounts of illustrative
transformations, DiMoia narrates South Korean biomedical practice, including
Seoul National University Hospital's emergence as an international biomedical
site, state-directed family planning and anti-parasite campaigns, and the
emerging market for aesthetic and plastic surgery, reflecting how South Koreans
have appropriated medicine and surgery for themselves as individuals,
increasingly prioritizing private forms of health care.
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South Korea represents one of the world's most enthusiastic markets for plastic surgery. The growth of this
market is particularly fascinating as access to medical care and surgery arose only recently with economic
growth since the 1980s. Reconstructing Bodies traces the devel opment of a medical infrastructure in the
Republic of Korea (ROK) from 1945 to the present, arguing that the plastic surgery craze and the related
development of biotech ambitionsis deeply rooted in historical experience. Tracking the ROK's transition
and independence from Japan, John P. DiMoia explains how the South Korean government mobilized
biomedical resources and technologies to consolidate its desired image of a modern and progressive nation.
Offering in-depth accounts of illustrative transformations, DiMoia narrates South K orean biomedical
practice, including Seoul National University Hospital's emergence as an international biomedical site, state-
directed family planning and anti-parasite campaigns, and the emerging market for aesthetic and plastic
surgery, reflecting how South Koreans have appropriated medicine and surgery for themselves as
individuals, increasingly prioritizing private forms of health care.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Reconstructing Bodies is a welcome addition to the growing scholarship on medicine and the body in East
Asia. It isthefirst full-length monograph of Korea's post-1945 medical history in the English language and
would appeal to readers with interests in Korea's political or medical history aswell as interestsin American
medicine, reproductive poalitics, and the plastic surgery specialization. DiMoia draws from arich variety of
previously untapped sources, including oral histories, private papers, and archives from the U.S. military
occupation and international aid organizations." (SonjaM. Kim Journal of the History of Medicine and
Allied Sciences)

"Reconstructing Bodiesis a pioneering work of scholarship at the intersection of East Asian history and the
history of science and medicine. DiMoia negotiates both fields with great skill and acute insight, revealing
that South Korea's 'economic miracle’ was also a history of changing attitudes toward, and interventions on,
the health and bodies of Koreans." (Charles K. Armstrong)

"Reconstructing Bodies offers the best view to date of the intersection between South Korea's twentieth-
century development and its medical transformation. Its far-ranging case studies of individual topics are
important geneal ogical resources for those interested in contemporary South Korean (and indeed
transnational) medicine and biopolitics." (Robert Oppenheim, Associate Professor of Asian Studies and
Anthropology)

"Reconstructing Bodies breaks new ground in the history of public health, biomedicine, and surgery in
modern South Korea. |lluminating case studies guide readers through major transformations in twentieth-
century Korean history, including advancements in cardiac surgery, Asian Blepharoplasty, the shift from
controlling epidemics to family planning, and biological sampling resistance during anti-parasitic
campaigns.” (Marta Hanson Johns Hopkins University)

About the Author

John P. DiMoiais Associate Professor in the Department of History at the National University of Singapore.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Jose:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Reconstructing Bodies: Biomedicine, Health, and Nation-
Building in South Korea Since 1945 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute). Try to the actual
book Reconstructing Bodies: Biomedicine, Health, and Nation-Building in South Korea Since 1945 (Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.



James Rodriguez:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asit is known to
us that book is very important for people. The book Reconstructing Bodies: Biomedicine, Health, and
Nation-Building in South Korea Since 1945 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Ingtitute) has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Reconstructing Bodies: Biomedicine, Health, and Nation-Building in South
Korea Since 1945 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Ingtitute) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Reconstructing Bodies: Biomedicine, Health, and
Nation-Building in South Korea Since 1945 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Ingtitute). Y ou never
really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Arlene Farmer:

The particular book Reconstructing Bodies: Biomedicine, Health, and Nation-Building in South Korea Since
1945 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) has alot of information on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Joyce Francois:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Reconstructing Bodies:
Biomedicine, Health, and Nation-Building in South Korea Since 1945 (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Ingtitute) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick Reconstructing Bodies: Biomedicine, Health, and Nation-
Building in South Korea Since 1945 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) become your own
personal starter.
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