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Asfar back as stories go, pioneers have reached for the skies. In the last two
hundred years, they have mastered the air and made the modern world possible.
Reach for the Skiesis my look at the history of flight through the stories and
people who have inspired me throughout my life. It is a story of pioneers, and of
course it includes the world famous Montgolfiers and the Wright brothers, but |
also want to describe some of the lesser-known trailblazers. People like Tony
Jannus, who in 1914 created the first scheduled commercial flight, flying his
passengers over the waters of Tampa Bay at an altitude of just fifty feet; the ‘bird
man’ Leo Valentin, who in the 1950s jumped from 9,000 feet with wooden wings
attached to his shoulders; and my friend Steve Fossett, who dedicated hislife to
breaking records and having adventures. Thisistheir story. It isaso, in asmall
way, my own. — Richard Branson
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The Virgin Atlantic Airlines founder and billionaire adventurer celebrates the exploits of airborne
daredevils—his own prominently among them—in this lively history of aviation pioneers. Branson ranges
from the Montgolfier brothers 1783 invention of the hot-air balloon to today's nascent space tourism
industry—tickets on his Virgin Galactic space liner will run ,000—highlighting men and women who risked
their money and lives to advance aerial technology or just put on a good show. It's a colorful assemblage of
engineers, test pilots, barnstormers, and fighter aces; there are asphyxiated high-altitude balloonists, ultra-
light enthusiasts who fly lawn chairs, and the "birdman" who jumped from an airplane wearing only wooden
wings and glided safely to the ground. Into the soaring, crashing, and burning, Branson inserts his own
extreme-ball ooning adventures—"| opened the hatch, climbed out on top of the capsule, and hacked away at
the cable with my knife"'—and much interesting lore of aero-space design. Like everything the author does,
the book is, in part, an advertisement ("Over the years, pioneered comfortable reclining seats"). Still,
Branson's enthusiasm for avant-garde flight and his firsthand understanding of its rigors make thisa
rousing—sometimes even elevating—read. Photos. (Apr. 28)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Sir Richard Branson is a businessman, investor and entrepreneur. He holds Guinness World Records for
crossing the Atlantic by hot air balloon in 1987 and crossing the Pacific by hot air balloon in 1999.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frank Miller:

This Reach for the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space are generally reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Reach for the Skies: Ballooning,
Birdmen and Blasting into Space can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge.
Thisbook is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Reach for the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Michael Mantz;

This book untitled Reach for the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space to be one of severa
books in which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit
intoit. You will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sdllsthe e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.



Michelle Garrett:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Reach for the Skies. Ballooning, Birdmen and
Blasting into Space, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of
hang-out typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Merlin Doyle:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Reach for the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space will give you a new experience
in examining a book.
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