
Living in Squares, Loving in Triangles: The
Lives and Loves of Virginia Woolf & the
Bloomsbury Group

By Amy Licence

Living in Squares, Loving in Triangles: The Lives and Loves of Virginia
Woolf & the Bloomsbury Group By Amy Licence

The lives of the sisters Vanessa Bell and Virginia Woolf have long been
celebrated for their central roles in the development of modernism in art and
literature. Inspired by European Post-Impressionism, Vanessa’s experimental
work places her at the vanguard of early twentieth-century art, as does her role in
helping introduce many key names – Cézanne, Matisse, Picasso – to an
unsuspecting public in 1910. Virginia took these artistic innovations and applied
them to literature, pushing the boundaries of form, narrative and language to find
a voice uniquely her own. Yet their private lives were just as experimental.
Forming the core of the Bloomsbury Group, they welcomed into their London
and Sussex homes a host of their talented peers and followed their hearts in the
pursuit of love. Vanessa’s marriage to art critic Clive Bell was shaken early on
by his flirtation with her sister, but this allowed her to find happiness with fellow
artist Roger Fry. It was the predominantly homosexual Duncan Grant, though,
who would become her lifelong partner, as they shared and decorated their home,
Charleston, making it a living showpiece for their art. Virginia’s marriage to
Leonard Woolf placed him more in the role of carer than husband, with the pair
abstaining from sex and living under a regime designed to meet the needs of
Virginia’s fragile mental health. Her meeting with the aristocratic Vita Sackville-
West and their lesbian affair led Virginia to write one of the masterpieces of
modern literature. What led the sisters to make such choices? How did they
reconcile life and art? How did it feel, in early modern Britain, to live outside the
social box? The sisters lived bravely, passionately and innovatively; where did
this strength and talent come from?
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The lives of the sisters Vanessa Bell and Virginia Woolf have long been celebrated for their central roles in
the development of modernism in art and literature. Inspired by European Post-Impressionism, Vanessa’s
experimental work places her at the vanguard of early twentieth-century art, as does her role in helping
introduce many key names – Cézanne, Matisse, Picasso – to an unsuspecting public in 1910. Virginia took
these artistic innovations and applied them to literature, pushing the boundaries of form, narrative and
language to find a voice uniquely her own. Yet their private lives were just as experimental. Forming the
core of the Bloomsbury Group, they welcomed into their London and Sussex homes a host of their talented
peers and followed their hearts in the pursuit of love. Vanessa’s marriage to art critic Clive Bell was shaken
early on by his flirtation with her sister, but this allowed her to find happiness with fellow artist Roger Fry. It
was the predominantly homosexual Duncan Grant, though, who would become her lifelong partner, as they
shared and decorated their home, Charleston, making it a living showpiece for their art. Virginia’s marriage
to Leonard Woolf placed him more in the role of carer than husband, with the pair abstaining from sex and
living under a regime designed to meet the needs of Virginia’s fragile mental health. Her meeting with the
aristocratic Vita Sackville-West and their lesbian affair led Virginia to write one of the masterpieces of
modern literature. What led the sisters to make such choices? How did they reconcile life and art? How did it
feel, in early modern Britain, to live outside the social box? The sisters lived bravely, passionately and
innovatively; where did this strength and talent come from?
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Editorial Review

Review
… an introduction to Woolf’s life, work, and milieu, focusing on her relationship with her sister Vanessa
Bell and six key figures: Leonard Woolf, Clive Bell, Roger Fry, Duncan Grant, Lytton Strachey, and John
Maynard Keynes. Noting that sisters flaunted conventional mores of their time, the book delves into the
motivations behind their marriage and relationship choices; Virginia was in a sexless marriage with a man
but had a lesbian affair, and Vanessa had multiple male lovers but was lifelong partner to a male
homosexual. The book draws on letters, diaries, photos, reviews, published and unpublished works, and
other primary source materials. B&w historical and color contemporary photos are included, showing sites,
murals, and paintings. (Protoview)

About the Author
Amy Licence has been a teacher for over a decade. She has an MA in Medieval and Tudor Studies and has
published several scholarly articles on the Tudor dynasty and Richard III. Including In Bed With the Tudors
('A fascinating book examining the sex lives of the Tudors in unprecedented detail' THE DAILY EXPRESS)
and Cecily Neville ('This insight is so rare and so valuable’ PHILIPPA GREGORY). Amy has written for
THE GUARDIAN, TLS, BBC HISTORY MAGAZINE & appeared on BBC radio & television. She lives in
Canterbury with her husband & three children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Henricks:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Living in Squares, Loving in Triangles: The Lives and Loves of
Virginia Woolf & the Bloomsbury Group as the daily resource information.

Christine Hughes:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually Living in Squares, Loving in Triangles: The Lives and Loves of Virginia Woolf & the
Bloomsbury Group.



Mary Haskell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Living in Squares, Loving in Triangles: The Lives and
Loves of Virginia Woolf & the Bloomsbury Group why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Charles Shin:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Living in Squares, Loving in
Triangles: The Lives and Loves of Virginia Woolf & the Bloomsbury Group which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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