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In 1878 the Victorian critic Matthew Arnold wrote: 'Goethe is the greatest poet of
modern times... because having a very considerable gift for poetry, he was at the
same time, in the width, depth, and richness of his criticism of life, by far our
greatest modern man.'

In this Very Short Introduction Ritchie Robertson covers the life and work of
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832): scientist, administrator, artist, art
critic and supreme literary writer in avast variety of genres. Looking at Goethe's
poetry, novels and drama pieces, aswell as histravel writing, autobiography, and
essays on art and aesthetics, Robertson analyses some of the key themesin his
works: love, nature, religion and tragedy. Dispelling the misconception of Goethe
asa

sedate Victorian sage, Robertson shows how much of his art was rooted in
turbulent personal conflicts, and draws on recent research to present a complete
portrait of the scientific work and political activity which accompanied Goethe's
writings.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titlesin ailmost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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In 1878 the Victorian critic Matthew Arnold wrote; ‘Goethe is the greatest poet of modern times... because
having avery considerable gift for poetry, he was at the same time, in the width, depth, and richness of his
criticism of life, by far our greatest modern man.'

In this Very Short Introduction Ritchie Robertson coversthe life and work of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
(1749-1832): scientist, administrator, artist, art critic and supreme literary writer in avast variety of genres.
Looking at Goethe's poetry, novels and drama pieces, as well as his travel writing, autobiography, and essays
on art and aesthetics, Robertson analyses some of the key themes in his works: love, nature, religion and
tragedy. Dispelling the misconception of Goethe as a

sedate Victorian sage, Robertson shows how much of his art was rooted in turbulent personal conflicts, and
draws on recent research to present a complete portrait of the scientific work and political activity which
accompanied Goethe's writings.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titlesin amost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
Robertsone points the reader interested in rediscovery to the best starting points. Catholic Herald

About the Author

Ritchie Robertson is Taylor Professor of German in the University of Oxford. He is Research Director for
the Modern Languages Faculty, co-director (with Carolin Duttlinger and Katrin Kohl) of the Oxford Kafka
Research Centre, convenor of the Bithell Series of Dissertations in German, and editor of the new series
Germanic Literatures to be published from 2013 by Legenda. He is the author of The 'Jewish Question' in
German Literature, 1749-1939: Emancipation and its Discontents (OUP, 1999), Mock-Epic Poetry from
Pope to Heine (OUP, 2009), and Kafka; A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2004). He has translated several
German authors into English for the Oxford World's Classics and Penguin Classics series, and has been a
Fellow of the British Academy since 2004.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Regina Rodgers:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Goethe: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have different opinion?

Delores Moretti:

The book Goethe: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like abook Goethe: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Goethe: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and
read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mandi Rice:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsisthing that usually



you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Goethe: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to missit? What
kind of hang typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Larry Gregg:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Goethe: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can give you alot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have
point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of astep for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't

know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have
Goethe: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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