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According to legend, the Bedouin tribes of pre-1slamic Arabia held poetry
competitions during annual fairs near Mecca. The wining poems called
Mu'allagat, or Hanging Odes, were embroidered in gold on banners and
suspended from the walls of Arabia's most sacred shrine, Kaba. Desert Tracings
isatranglation of six classical sixth to eighth century odes. Arabic codes
(gasidas) traditionally begin with the relationship of the lover to the loved.
Usually set at opening in the bel oved's abandoned desert campsite, where the
only evidence that remainsis tent marks and torrent beds in the sand - "naked
tracings, / worn thin, like inscriptions/ carved in flat stones' - the gasida moves
gracefully through the thematic parts, the lover's grief, the quest, and the final
acceptance of aworld deprived of the beloved. Like the oryx-doe trapped within
the unyielding cycles of the desert world. As Michael Sellswritesin his
introduction, the gasidahas been overshadowed in the West by other Arabic
literature, such as The Arabian Nights, but the gasidais the primary literary
tradition in both pre-lslamic and Islamic Arabia. The remarkable richness of
language and range of mood captured in theses tranglations help explain their
enduring fascination.
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According to legend, the Bedouin tribes of pre-Islamic Arabia held poetry competitions during annual fairs
near Mecca. The wining poems called Mu'allagat, or Hanging Odes, were embroidered in gold on banners
and suspended from the walls of Arabia's most sacred shrine, Kalba. Desert Tracingsis atrandation of six
classical sixth to eighth century odes. Arabic codes (gasidas) traditionally begin with the relationship of the
lover to the loved. Usually set at opening in the beloved's abandoned desert campsite, where the only
evidence that remainsistent marks and torrent beds in the sand - "naked tracings, / worn thin, like
inscriptions/ carved in flat stones" - the gasida moves gracefully through the thematic parts, the lover's grief,
the quest, and the final acceptance of aworld deprived of the beloved. Like the oryx-doe trapped within the
unyielding cycles of the desert world. As Michael Sellswritesin hisintroduction, the gasidahas been
overshadowed in the West by other Arabic literature, such as The Arabian Nights, but the gasidais the
primary literary tradition in both pre-1slamic and Islamic Arabia. The remarkable richness of language and
range of mood captured in theses tranglations help explain their enduring fascination.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A wonderfully representative selection of six early Arabic poems. The trandations are amazing in their
accurate reflection of the nuances of the original"-- Roger Allen.

Review
“A wonderfully representative selection of six early Arabic poems. The translations are amazing in their
accurate reflection of the nuances of the original” (Roger Allen)

“Michael Sells, combines scholarship with a poet’ s understanding of language, makes available an
unfamiliar and fascinating poetic tradition, on which, strange to most of usin its cultural allusions though it
is, is evidently both highly symbolic and sharply concrete, simultaneously sophisticated and primitive.”
(Denise Levertov)

“In Michael Sells strandlation the early Arabic ode enters the world of modern English poetry. Strikingly
contemporary in form and diction, histranglation yet captures the complexity of imagery, the intricacy of del,
and the power of the lyric that made the pre-1slamic ode the cornerstone of the richest of the Semitic poetic
traditions. It isthat tradition that continues to shape the literary imagination throughout the Islamic world and
that promises now, upon the Western literary sensibility.” (Jaroslav Stetkevych)

Language Notes
Text: English, Arabic (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Michael Quintanar:

The book Desert Tracings. Six Classic Arabian Odes by ‘ Algama, Shanfara, Labid, ‘ Antara, Al-A‘sha, and
Dhu al-Rumma (Wesleyan Poetry in Trandation) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Desert
Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by ‘ Algama, Shéanfara, Labid, ‘ Antara, Al-A*sha, and Dhu al-Rumma
(Wedleyan Poetry in Tranglation) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like start and
read a guide Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by ‘ Algama, Shanfara, Labid, ‘ Antara, Al-A‘sha,
and Dhu al-Rumma (Wesleyan Poetry in Tranglation). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Judy Bowen:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or that for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person



has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Desert Tracings: Six Classic
Arabian Odes by ‘Algama, Shanfara, Labid, ‘ Antara, Al-A‘sha, and Dhu al-Rimma (Wesleyan Poetry in
Trandation). All type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet options or other
social media

Penny Risley:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian
Odes by ‘Algama, Shanfara, Labid, ‘ Antara, Al-A‘sha, and Dhu al-Rumma (Wesleyan Poetry in Trandation)
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Walter Pyle:

That book can make you to fedl relax. This particular book Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by
‘Algama, Shanfara, Labid, ‘ Antara, Al-A‘sha, and Dhu al-Rimma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation) was
colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes
by ‘Algama, Shénfara, Labid, ‘ Antara, Al-A‘sha, and Dhu al-Rumma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation) has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at al of book are generally make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
this.
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