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As the world's fifth-largest country, Brazil presents a compelling example of
democracy in action. In this sequel to their landmark study Democratic Brazil,
editors Peter Kingstone and Timothy Power have assembled a distinguished
group of U.S.- and Brazilian-based scholars to assess the impact of competitive
politics on Brazilian government, institutions, economics, and society.

The 2002 election of Lula da Silva and his Worker's Party promised a radical
shift toward progressive reform, transparency, and accountability, opposing the
earlier centrist and market-oriented policies of the Cardoso government. But
despite the popular support reflected in his 2006 reelection, many observers
claim that Lula and his party have fallen short of their platform promises. They
have moved to the center in their policies, done little to change the elitist political
culture of the past, and have engaged in “politics as usual” in executive-
legislative relations, leading to allegations of corruption.

Under these conditions, democracy in Brazil remains an enigma. Progress in
some areas is offset by stagnation and regression in others: while the country has
seen renewed economic growth and significant progress in areas of health care
and education, the gap between rich and poor remains vast. Rampant crime,
racial inequality, and a pandemic lack of personal security taint the vision of
progress. These dilemmas make Brazil a particularly striking case for those
interested in Latin America and democratization in general.
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As the world's fifth-largest country, Brazil presents a compelling example of democracy in action. In this
sequel to their landmark study Democratic Brazil, editors Peter Kingstone and Timothy Power have
assembled a distinguished group of U.S.- and Brazilian-based scholars to assess the impact of competitive
politics on Brazilian government, institutions, economics, and society.

The 2002 election of Lula da Silva and his Worker's Party promised a radical shift toward progressive
reform, transparency, and accountability, opposing the earlier centrist and market-oriented policies of the
Cardoso government. But despite the popular support reflected in his 2006 reelection, many observers claim
that Lula and his party have fallen short of their platform promises. They have moved to the center in their
policies, done little to change the elitist political culture of the past, and have engaged in “politics as usual”
in executive-legislative relations, leading to allegations of corruption.

Under these conditions, democracy in Brazil remains an enigma. Progress in some areas is offset by
stagnation and regression in others: while the country has seen renewed economic growth and significant
progress in areas of health care and education, the gap between rich and poor remains vast. Rampant crime,
racial inequality, and a pandemic lack of personal security taint the vision of progress. These dilemmas make
Brazil a particularly striking case for those interested in Latin America and democratization in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Democratic Brazil Revisited is that rare accomplishment, a sequel that improves upon the previous edition.
Offering a treasure of new research, the contributors-leading experts of and from Brazil-critically examine
the Lula government and the Workers' Party in power. Collectively, their essays illuminate the central
paradoxes of contemporary Brazilian democracy: as democratic institutions grow stronger, voters more
sophisticated, and economic performance and social policy outputs improve, civil society becomes more
disillusioned and severe social, racial, and judicial inequalities persist. This book is an essential reference for
every student of contemporary Brazilian politics.”
—Frances Hagopian, University of Notre Dame

“No matter what your field, Democratic Brazil Revisited is essential reading for understanding current trends
in Brazil. Combining scholarly excellence with clear writing, Kingstone and Power have once again
assembled some of the best research for portraying how one of the world's largest, most vibrant, yet most
paradoxical democracies functions.”
—Kenneth P. Serbin, University of San Diego

About the Author

Peter Kingstone is associate professor of political science at the University of Connecticut. He is the author
of Crafting Coalitions for Reform: Business Preferences, Political Institutions, and Neoliberal Reform in
Brazil; editor of Readings in Latin American Politics: Challenges to Democratization; and coeditor, with
Timothy J. Power, of Democratic Brazil: Actors, Institutions, and Processes.

Timothy J. Power is University Lecturer in Brazilian Studies and Fellow of St. Cross College, University of
Oxford. He is the author of The Political Right in Postauthoritarian Brazil: Elites, Institutions, and
Democratization, and coeditor of Exporting Congress? The Influence of the U.S. Congress on World
Legislatures.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Democratic Brazil Revisited (Pitt Latin
American Series) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.



Adrian Kao:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Democratic Brazil Revisited (Pitt Latin
American Series) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Democratic Brazil Revisited
(Pitt Latin American Series) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Abel Cooke:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update
of news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Democratic Brazil Revisited (Pitt Latin American Series) when you essential
it?
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