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In this*compulsively readable exploration of the tangled world of Christian
origins’ (Publishers Weekly), religious historian James Tabor illuminatesthe
earliest years of Jesus teachings before Paul shaped them into thereligion
we know today.

This fascinating examination of the earliest years of Christianity reveals how the
man we call St. Paul shaped Christianity as we know it today.

Historians know almost nothing about the two decades following the crucifixion
of Jesus, when his followers regrouped and began to spread his message. During
this time Paul joined the movement and began to preach to the gentiles. Using the
oldest Christian documents that we have—the letters of Paul—as well as other
early Christian sources, historian and scholar James Tabor reconstructs the
origins of Christianity. Tabor shows how Paul separated himself from Peter and
James to introduce his own version of Christianity, which would continue to
develop independently of the message that Jesus, James, and Peter preached.

Paul and Jesusilluminates the fascinating period of history when Christianity
was born out of Judaism.
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In this* compulsively readable exploration of the tangled world of Christian origins’ (Publishers
Weekly), religious historian James Tabor illuminatesthe earliest years of Jesus teachings before Paul
shaped them into thereligion we know today.

This fascinating examination of the earliest years of Christianity reveals how the man we call St. Paul shaped
Christianity as we know it today.

Historians know almost nothing about the two decades following the crucifixion of Jesus, when his followers
regrouped and began to spread his message. During this time Paul joined the movement and began to preach
to the gentiles. Using the oldest Christian documents that we have—the letters of Paul—as well as other
early Christian sources, historian and scholar James Tabor reconstructs the origins of Christianity. Tabor
shows how Paul separated himself from Peter and James to introduce his own version of Christianity, which
would continue to devel op independently of the message that Jesus, James, and Peter preached.

Paul and Jesusilluminates the fascinating period of history when Christianity was born out of Judaism.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

* Starred Review* There have been a number of books written about Paul and his relationship to the apostles,
to James, the brother of Jesus; and to the early Christian community in Jerusalem. But Tabor, a professor of
religion, does a particularly fine job of explaining Paul’ s unique view of Jesus and how he originated a
gospel that had almost nothing to do with the life of Jesus, nor the messianic message as it was understood
by Jesus' first followers. Tabor contends that Paul’ s |etters—Corinthians and Romans, especially—are the
oldest biblical documents we have dating to Jesus' time; the Gospels and even the Acts of the Apostles came
later. Within thistime ling, it is possible to trace Paul’ s thinking and to come to an understanding of both
Paul’ s gospel and the schism that devel oped between Paul and Jesus’ apostles. Tabor does very little
speculating, keeping his focus on the texts and placing them within the context of first-century Judaism and
early Christianity. The crisp, clear writing gives readers much to consider—especialy thefact that itisa
Pauline Christianity that most Christians practice today. Tabor writes in the preface that he has spent much
of his adult life studying early Christianity in general and Paul in particular. The depth of his scholarship
shows, but he also makes this an enjoyable read for those who want to know more about one of history’s
greatest mysteries. --Ilene Cooper

Review

“James Tabor is a meticulous historian who carefully and convincingly lays out the actual Jewish theology of
earliest Christianity which lies shrouded in the New Testament. . . . Tabor’ s thorough yet succinct writing
style brings a welcome new clarity to our understanding of the development of Christianity.” (The Rev.
Jeffrey J. Bitz, S.T.M., adjunct professor of Religious Studies, Penn State University, and author of The
Brother of Jesus and the Lost Teachings of Christianity)

"Tabor does a particularly fine job of explaining Paul's unique view of Jesus. . . . The crisp, clear writing
gives readers much to consider—especially the fact that it is a Pauline Christianity that most Christians
practicetoday. . . . The depth of his scholarship shows, but he also makes this an enjoyable read for those
who want to know more about one of history's great mysteries.” (Booklist (starred review))

"A fresh, imaginative and insightful treatment of the original years of the Christian faith. It is not as we have
been taught through the centuries. It isinfinitely more complex and infinitely more exciting. James Tabor
makes this clear.” (John Shelby Spong, author of Re-Claiming the Bible for a Non-Religious World)

“This superb, well written book carefully shows just how different Paul’s religion was from that of Jesus and
hisfirst followers. . . .A fascinating book, packed with illuminating insights. Highly recommended.” (Barrie
Wilson, Ph.D., Professor, Humanities and Religious Studies, Y ork University, and author of How Jesus
Became Christian)

“In this compulsively readable exploration of the tangled world of Christian origins, Tabor vividly recreates
the frenetic and fraught attempts by the earliest followers of Jesus to maintain his teachings and keep his
memory alive. . . . Although Paul has long been acknowledged as the founder of Christianity, Tabor weaves
afascinating story out of close readings of Paul’ s letters and the book of Acts, which contains an idealized
history of the early movement as well as Paul’ s earliest activities on behalf of histeachings, and
compellingly illustrates the ways that Christianity is Paul and Paul is Christianity.” (Publishers Weekly)


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“Paul and Jesus is overdue, and stands as one of the few books willing to push back assumptions...Digging
beneath the acceptable, scholars like Tabor...break through assumptions — even the sacred ones— and give
rise to new perspectives and stories.” (Huffington Post)

About the Author

James D. Tabor ischair of the department of religious studies at the University of North Carolina,
Charlotte. He holds aPhD in biblical studies and is an expert on Christian origins. He is the author of several
books, among them The Jesus Dynasty. Visit him online at JamesT abor.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Pearlie Henry:

Have you spare time to get aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Paul and Jesus: How the
Apostle Transformed Christianity? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have other opinion?

Mary York:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou can
view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is Paul and Jesus: How the Apostle Transformed Christianity this book consist alot of the
information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary stylesthat writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That iswhy this book suitable al of you.

Myrtle Hamer:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mabile phone. Like Paul and Jesus: How the
Apostle Transformed Christianity which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Sherman Etheridge:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Paul and Jesus: How the Apostle Transformed
Christianity was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Paul and Jesus: How the



Apostle Transformed Christianity has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore,

not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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