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Tweety Bird was colored yellow because censors felt the original pink made the
bird look nude. Betty Boop’s dress was lengthened so that her garter didn’t show.
And in recent years, a segment of Mighty Mouse was dropped after protest
groups claimed the mouse was actually sniffing cocaine, not flower petals. These
changes and many others like them have been demanded by official censors or
organized groups before the cartoons could be shown in theaters or on television.
How the slightly risqué gags in some silent cartoons were replaced by rigid
standards in the sound film era is the first misadventure covered in this history of
censorship in the animation industry. The perpetuation of racial stereotypes in
many early cartoons is examined, as are the studios’ efforts to stop producing
such animation. This is followed by a look at many of the uncensored cartoons,
such as Lenny Bruce’s Thank You Mask Man and Ralph Bakshi’s Fritz the Cat.
The censorship of television cartoons is next covered, from the changes made in
theatrical releases shown on television to the different standards that apply to
small screen animation. The final chapter discusses the many animators who
were blacklisted from the industry in the 1950s for alleged sympathies to the
Communist Party.
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Tweety Bird was colored yellow because censors felt the original pink made the bird look nude. Betty
Boop’s dress was lengthened so that her garter didn’t show. And in recent years, a segment of Mighty Mouse
was dropped after protest groups claimed the mouse was actually sniffing cocaine, not flower petals. These
changes and many others like them have been demanded by official censors or organized groups before the
cartoons could be shown in theaters or on television.
How the slightly risqué gags in some silent cartoons were replaced by rigid standards in the sound film era is
the first misadventure covered in this history of censorship in the animation industry. The perpetuation of
racial stereotypes in many early cartoons is examined, as are the studios’ efforts to stop producing such
animation. This is followed by a look at many of the uncensored cartoons, such as Lenny Bruce’s Thank You
Mask Man and Ralph Bakshi’s Fritz the Cat. The censorship of television cartoons is next covered, from the
changes made in theatrical releases shown on television to the different standards that apply to small screen
animation. The final chapter discusses the many animators who were blacklisted from the industry in the
1950s for alleged sympathies to the Communist Party.
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Editorial Review

Review
"a masterful job...a welcome addition to the current literature in the field of animation" -- Society for
Animation Studies Newsletter

"a pioneering effort that will stand the test of time.... Recommended highly for all types of audiences" --
Choice

"an interesting study...sheds new light on some little known episodes...a valuable addition to your animation
library" -- The Pegboard

"chronicles the perpetuation of racial stereotypes and the studios' efforts to stop producing such animation.
Recommended for film collections and the larger reference sections" -- Public Library Quarterly

"detailed career overview" -- Film Review

"investigates the subjects of racist imagery, blacklisting and so-called 'uncensored' adult-oriented animation-
and how studios have responded to censorship pressures" -- Animation Journal

"thorough, informative and wholly entertaining" -- Film Arts Foundation

"very accessible and interesting" -- Anymator

"well researched...an interesting view of the industry" -- Film & History

About the Author
Karl F. Cohen teaches animation history classes at San Francisco State University and is also an
independent film distributor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Foulds:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Forbidden
Animation: Censored Cartoons and Blacklisted Animators in America suitable to you? The book was written
by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Forbidden Animation: Censored Cartoons and
Blacklisted Animators in Americais one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Robert Hicks:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top record in
your reading list is definitely Forbidden Animation: Censored Cartoons and Blacklisted Animators in
America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Geraldine Louis:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Forbidden Animation: Censored Cartoons and
Blacklisted Animators in America was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Forbidden Animation: Censored Cartoons and Blacklisted Animators in America has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.

Jerry Jackman:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Forbidden Animation: Censored Cartoons and Blacklisted Animators in America. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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