Elusive Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a
Borderless Muslim Identity

By Cawo M. Abdi

Read Online ©

Elusive Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a Borderless Muslim Identity By
Cawo M. Abdi

Asa Somali working since high school in the United Arab Emirates, Osman
considers himself “blessed” to bein a Muslim country, though citizenship, with
the security it offers, remains elusive. For Ardo, smuggled out of Somaliato join
her husband in South Africa, insecurities are of a more immediate, physical kind,
and her economic prospects and legal status are more uncertain. Adam, in the
United States—a destination often imagined as an earthly Eden, or jannah, by so
many of his compatriots—now sees heaven in areturn to Somalia.

The stories of these three people are among the many that emerge from mass
migration triggered by the political turmoil and civil war plaguing Somalia since
1988. And they are among the diverse collection presented in eloquent detail in
Elusive Jannah, aremarkable portrait of the very different experiences of Somali
migrants in the UAE, South Africa, and the United States. Somalisin the UAE, a
relatively closed Muslim nation, are a minority within alarge South Asian
population of labor migrants. In South Africa, they are part of a highly racialized
and segregated postapartheid society. In the United States they find themselvesin
awelfare state with its own racial, socioeconomic, and political tensions. A
comparison of Somali settlements in these three locations clearly reveals the
importance of immigration policiesin the migrant experience.

Cawo M. Abdi’s nuanced analysis demonstrates that a full understanding of
successful migration and integration must go beyond legal, economic, and
physical security to encompass a sense of religious, cultural, and social
belonging. Her timely book underscores the sociopoalitical forces shaping the
Somali diaspora, aswell as the roles of the nation-state, the war on terror, and
globalization in both constraining and enabling their search for citizenship and
security.
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Asa Somali working since high school in the United Arab Emirates, Osman considers himself “blessed” to
be in aMuslim country, though citizenship, with the security it offers, remains elusive. For Ardo, smuggled
out of Somaliato join her husband in South Africa, insecurities are of a more immediate, physical kind, and
her economic prospects and legal status are more uncertain. Adam, in the United States—a destination often
imagined as an earthly Eden, or jannah, by so many of his compatriots—now sees heaven in areturn to
Somalia.

The stories of these three people are among the many that emerge from mass migration triggered by the
political turmoil and civil war plaguing Somalia since 1988. And they are among the diverse collection
presented in eloquent detail in Elusive Jannah, a remarkable portrait of the very different experiences of
Somali migrantsin the UAE, South Africa, and the United States. Somalisin the UAE, arelatively closed
Muslim nation, are a minority within alarge South Asian population of labor migrants. In South Africa, they
are part of a highly racialized and segregated postapartheid society. In the United States they find themselves
in awelfare state with its own racial, socioeconomic, and political tensions. A comparison of Somali
settlements in these three locations clearly reveals the importance of immigration policies in the migrant
experience.

Cawo M. Abdi’ s nuanced analysis demonstrates that a full understanding of successful migration and
integration must go beyond legal, economic, and physical security to encompass a sense of religious,
cultural, and social belonging. Her timely book underscores the sociopolitical forces shaping the Somali
diaspora, aswell asthe roles of the nation-state, the war on terror, and globalization in both constraining and
enabling their search for citizenship and security.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisisapowerful and beautiful ethnography of members of the Somali Diaspora dealing with the
opportunities and disadvantages of life in three points of settlement. Cawo M. Abdi gets very close to the
subjects and depicts their outlooks, strategies, and trialsin a convincing and rich manner."—Steven J. Gold,
Michigan State University

"Elusive Jannah provides a fascinating window into the identities, strategies, and struggles of Somalisin
three very different national contexts. Based on ethnographic research in the United States, South Africa, and
the United Arab Emirates, thisis an engaging, well-written, and welcome addition to the comparative study
of international migration."—Nancy Foner, coauthor of Srangers No More: Immigration and the Challenges
of Integration in North America and Western Europe

"The book remains a valuable contribution to studies of international migration and it is highly
recommended to anyone with an interest in Somalia and its diaspora."—African Affairs

"The multiplicity of experiences and diverse contexts highlighted by Cawo drive home the complexities of
diasporic lives,making this book an important resource for both area and diaspora studies."—Inter national
Migration Review

"Elusive Jannah offers depth and breadth to the literature on Somali diaspora groups and more generally to
studies of international migration and migrant incorporation and belonging. It deserves to be widely read for
its beautiful ethnography and insightful analysis of belonging and mobility in an age of stratified
globalization and migration."—American Journal of Sociology

About the Author

Cawo M. Abdi is assistant professor of sociology at the University of Minnesota and a research associate in
sociology at the University of Pretoria, South Africa.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Why? Because this Elusive Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a Borderless Muslim Identity is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way



makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So, itisgood for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

This Elusive Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a Borderless Muslim Identity is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Elusive
Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a Borderless Muslim Identity can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquireitself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guideis the answer. So thereis no in reading a publication especialy
thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't missthis! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Frances Temple:

Asacollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students fedl that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
S0, this Elusive Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a Borderless Muslim Identity can make you really feel
more interested to read.

Michadl Hale:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the world.
Through the book Elusive Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a Borderless Muslim Identity we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book Elusive Jannah: The Somali Diaspora and a Borderless Muslim Identity. Y ou can more appealing than
now.
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