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My dad and I decided to make an electric guitar. I designed an instrument from
scratch, with the intention that it would have a capability beyond anything that
was out there, more tunable, with a greater range of pitches and sounds, with a
better tremolo, and with a capability of feeding back through the air in a 'good'
way'. Brian May and his father Harold started to hand-build an electric guitar in
1963. Brian dreamed of a guitar that would outperform any of the existing
commercially made electric guitars; his father had the technical knowledge and
skills to help make the dream come true. Brian played his guitar on every Queen
album and in all of Queen's live shows around the world. In this book you will
discover everything you ever wished to know about Brian's unique instrument.
Brian talks about every aspect of the Red Special, from its birth to playing on the
roof of Buckingham Palace, from Live Aid to the closing ceremony of the
London 2012 Olympics and beyond. All of this is accompanied with original
diagrams, sketches and notes dating from the building of the guitar, as well as a
great selection of photographs including Brian on stage with his guitar, close-ups
and x-rays.
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My dad and I decided to make an electric guitar. I designed an instrument from scratch, with the intention
that it would have a capability beyond anything that was out there, more tunable, with a greater range of
pitches and sounds, with a better tremolo, and with a capability of feeding back through the air in a 'good'
way'. Brian May and his father Harold started to hand-build an electric guitar in 1963. Brian dreamed of a
guitar that would outperform any of the existing commercially made electric guitars; his father had the
technical knowledge and skills to help make the dream come true. Brian played his guitar on every Queen
album and in all of Queen's live shows around the world. In this book you will discover everything you ever
wished to know about Brian's unique instrument. Brian talks about every aspect of the Red Special, from its
birth to playing on the roof of Buckingham Palace, from Live Aid to the closing ceremony of the London
2012 Olympics and beyond. All of this is accompanied with original diagrams, sketches and notes dating
from the building of the guitar, as well as a great selection of photographs including Brian on stage with his
guitar, close-ups and x-rays.
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Editorial Review

Review
''In the captivating new Carlton photobook Brian May's Red Special, the Queen guitarist finally divulges the
secrets behind his prized axe, taking fans back in time to vicariously oversee the two-year father/son bonding
experience that would ultimately produce one of rock 'n' roll's most recognized weapons. . . . Red Special is
the pinnacle of guitar porn, revealing the intricate, what-makes-it-tick workings of a beloved musical
instrument whilst showcasing its aesthetic beauty.'' --Examiner

''[I]t's a rare and amazing look into the conception, construction, and execution of one of the most unique
guitars visually and sonically of all time. Every aspect of the instrument is examined, and there's a story
behind every part, component, and decision. The book will be fascinating for the players and non-players
alike, but it's a must read for Brian May fans...'' --Guitar Player magazine

''A true 'insider's account', Brian May's Red Special: The Story of the Home-made Guitar That Rocked
Queen and the World is as informed and informative as it is a pure pleasure to browse through. Profusely
illustrated throughout, Brian May's Red Special: The Story of the Home-made Guitar That Rocked Queen
and the World will be a 'must read' for May's legions of fans. Brian May's Red Special: The Story of the
Home-made Guitar That Rocked Queen and the World is very highly recommended for both academic and
community library American Music History collections.'' --MidWest Book Report, January 15

About the Author
Although best known to the world as the lead guitarist of supergroup Queen, Brian May has a PhD in
astrophysics and is an expert in 3D photography. He co-wrote Bang! The Complete History of the Universe
with Chris Lintott and Patrick Moore, A Village Lost and Found with Elena Vidal and Diableries:
Stereoscopic Adventures in Hell with Denis Pellerin and Paula Fleming. Simon Bradley has been a guitar
journalist since 1996 and he has written hundreds of articles and interviews on all aspects of the instrument,
for many magazines and websites including Guitarist, Total Guitar, What Guitar?, Classic Rock, Metal
Hammer, Future Music, MusicRadar.com, Brianmay.com, and many more.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Brian May's Red Special: The Story Of The Home-Made
Guitar That Rocked Queen And The Wo.



Bryan Rodriguez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Brian May's Red Special:
The Story Of The Home-Made Guitar That Rocked Queen And The Wo is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Santa McNabb:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book Brian May's Red Special: The Story Of The Home-Made Guitar That Rocked Queen And The Wo
we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with that book Brian May's Red Special: The Story Of The Home-Made Guitar That Rocked Queen And The
Wo. You can more pleasing than now.

Elvis Quinlan:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Brian May's Red Special: The Story Of The Home-Made Guitar That Rocked Queen And The
Wo when you needed it?
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