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Nicholas Pileggi’s vivid, unvarnished, journalistic chronicle of the life of Henry
Hill—the working-class Brooklyn kid who knew from age twelve that “to be a
wiseguy was to own the world,” who grew up to live the highs and lows of the
mafia gangster’s life—has been hailed as “the best book ever written on
organized crime” (Cosmopolitan).

This is the true-crime bestseller that was the basis for Martin Scorsese’s film
masterpiece GoodFellas, which brought to life the violence, the excess, the
families, the wives and girlfriends, the drugs, the payoffs, the paybacks, the jail
time, and the Feds…with Henry Hill’s crackling narration drawn straight out of
Wiseguy and overseeing all the unforgettable action.

Read it and experience the secret life inside the mob—from one who’s lived it.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This is a riveting account of organized crime as a way of life. The "wiseguy" (mob parlance for a street-level
hoodlum) is Henry Hill, 30-year veteran of a Brooklyn strong-arm branch of the Luchese crime family, who
turned against and helped convict his former associates five years ago and entered the Federal Witness
Protection Program. Pileggi, a crime reporter for New York writing here with Hill's cooperation, does a
superb job of re-creating the gangster's career, from his early days as an errand boy (at 12) to racketeer
Paulie Vario in Brooklyn's BrownsvilleEast New York section, to his pivotal roles in a Boston College
point-shaving scandal and the $6-million Lufthansa heist at Kennedy Airport in 1978. Hill's story becomes
an extraordinary vantage on a demimonde that lives a high, violent, score-to-score life in which car theft,
hijacking-to-order, credit-card scams, cigarette smuggling, and other hustles and schemes are as workaday as
9-to-5 at the office. Literary Guild featured alternate. Foreign rights: Sterling Lord. January 30
Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Growing up in Brooklyn in the 1950s Henry Hill aspired "to be a gangsterto be a wise guy." This book
chronicles Hill's criminal successes beginning with his being a gofer for neighborhood mobster to his part in
the 1978 $6-million Lufthansa Airlines robbery. Smuggling, hijacking, union racketeering, credit card fraud,
robbery, bribery, drug dealing, prison, marriage, and assorted girlfriends take up most of Hill's time and this
story. The author may have faithfully portrayed his subject but neither Hill nor any of his activities provokes
much interest. The result is a plodding, episodic account which would have made a better magazine article
than book. Hill's career ends with his becoming the ultimate wise guy as an informer under the Federal
Witness Program. Jerry Maioli, Western Library Network, Olympia, Wash.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Wiseguy goes nonstop...absolutely engrossing."-- "The New York Times Book Review"

"The best book ever written on organized crime."--"Cosmopolitan"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Wiseguy will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?



Joseph Kidwell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Wiseguy as your daily resource information.

David Blackwood:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Wiseguy your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Wiseguy giving you another experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Pat Thomas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Wiseguy.
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