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In locations around the world, sex tourism is a booming business. What's Love
Got to Do with It? is an in-depth examination of the motivations of workers,
clients, and others connected to the sex tourism business in Sosúa, a town on the
northern coast of the Dominican Republic. Denise Brennan considers why
Dominican and Haitian women move to Sosúa to pursue sex work and describes
how sex tourists, primarily Europeans, come to Sosúa to buy sex cheaply and live
out racialized fantasies. For the sex workers, Brennan explains, the sex trade is
more than a means of survival—it is an advancement strategy that hinges on their
successful “performance” of love. Many of these women seek to turn a
commercialized sexual transaction into a long-term relationship that could lead to
marriage, migration, and a way out of poverty.

Illuminating the complex world of Sosúa’s sex business in rich detail, Brennan
draws on extensive interviews not only with sex workers and clients, but also
with others who facilitate and benefit from the sex trade. She weaves these voices
into an analysis of Dominican economic and migration histories to consider the
opportunities—or lack thereof—available to poor Dominican women. She shows
how these women, local actors caught in a web of global economic relations, try
to take advantage of the foreign men who are in Sosúa to take advantage of them.
Through her detailed study of the lives and working conditions of the women in
Sosúa’s sex trade, Brennan raises important questions about women’s power,
control, and opportunities in a globalized economy.
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In locations around the world, sex tourism is a booming business. What's Love Got to Do with It? is an in-
depth examination of the motivations of workers, clients, and others connected to the sex tourism business in
Sosúa, a town on the northern coast of the Dominican Republic. Denise Brennan considers why Dominican
and Haitian women move to Sosúa to pursue sex work and describes how sex tourists, primarily Europeans,
come to Sosúa to buy sex cheaply and live out racialized fantasies. For the sex workers, Brennan explains,
the sex trade is more than a means of survival—it is an advancement strategy that hinges on their successful
“performance” of love. Many of these women seek to turn a commercialized sexual transaction into a long-
term relationship that could lead to marriage, migration, and a way out of poverty.

Illuminating the complex world of Sosúa’s sex business in rich detail, Brennan draws on extensive
interviews not only with sex workers and clients, but also with others who facilitate and benefit from the sex
trade. She weaves these voices into an analysis of Dominican economic and migration histories to consider
the opportunities—or lack thereof—available to poor Dominican women. She shows how these women,
local actors caught in a web of global economic relations, try to take advantage of the foreign men who are in
Sosúa to take advantage of them. Through her detailed study of the lives and working conditions of the
women in Sosúa’s sex trade, Brennan raises important questions about women’s power, control, and
opportunities in a globalized economy.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A smart, timely, eye-opening account. What’s Love Got To Do with It? makes both men’s and women’s
hopes and strategies visible. It underscores poor women’s capacity for agency and internationalized thinking
without portraying the international system of commercialized sexuality as one in which women and men are
meeting on a level playing field.”—Cynthia Enloe, author of The Morning After: Sexual Politics at the End
of the Cold War

“In this finely hued ethnography, Denise Brennan questions how transnationalization gets transacted,
imagined, and experienced through an examination of the sex trade in a specific locale, Sosúa in Dominican
Republic. Interweaving the grand themes of political economy and power inequities with those of desire and
fantasy—and from the sides of both (foreign) customer and (local) sex worker—she has crafted a richly
textured study of a ‘sexscape’ and its brokering of dreams as much as of money and sex.”—Anne Allison,
author of Nightwork: Sexuality, Pleasure, and Corporate Masculinity in a Tokyo Hostess Club

From the Back Cover
"In this finely hued ethnography, Denise Brennan questions how transnationalization gets transacted,
imagined, and experienced through an examination of the sex trade in a specific locale, Sosua in Dominican
Republic. Interweaving the grand themes of political economy and power inequities with those of desire and
fantasy--and from the sides of both (foreign) customer and (local) sex worker--she has crafted a richly
textured study of a 'sexscape' and its brokering of dreams as much as of money and sex."--Anne Allison,
author of "Nightwork: Sexuality, Pleasure, and Corporate Masculinity in a Tokyo Hostess Club"

About the Author

Denise Brennan is Professor and Chair of Anthropology and Sociology at Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed What’s Love Got to
Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic (Latin America Otherwise)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?



Tim Travers:

This What’s Love Got to Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic
(Latin America Otherwise) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That What’s Love Got to Do with
It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic (Latin America Otherwise) without
we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry What’s Love Got to Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic
(Latin America Otherwise) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This What’s Love Got to Do with
It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic (Latin America Otherwise) having
good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Dale Winsett:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This What’s Love Got to Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in
the Dominican Republic (Latin America Otherwise) book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with What’s Love
Got to Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic (Latin America
Otherwise) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking What’s Love
Got to Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic (Latin America
Otherwise) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Felix Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name What’s Love Got
to Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic (Latin America
Otherwise) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled What’s Love Got to Do with It?: Transnational Desires and Sex Tourism in the Dominican Republic
(Latin America Otherwise)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever
know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.
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