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‘Hasn’t it been a full life, Lillie, and isn’t this a good end?’, were James
Connolly’s last words to his wife in Dublin Castle in the early hours of 12
May 1916 just before his execution for his part in leading the Easter Rising.

James Connolly, the son of Irish immigrants, was born in Edinburgh. The first
fourteen years of his life were spent in Edinburgh and the next seven years in the
King’s Liverpool Regiment in Ireland. In 1889, he returned to Edinburgh where
he was a socialist activist and organiser for seven years. In 1896, at the age of 28,
he was invited to Dublin as socialist organiser, founding the Irish Republican
Socialist Party and editing The Workers’ Republic.

Connolly spent seven years in America between 1903 and 1910, returning to
Ireland in 1910 as organiser of the Socialist Party of Ireland. Connolly was
appointed Ulster Organiser of the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union
by James Larkin, succeeding him as acting general secretary in October 1914. As
Commander of the Irish Citizen Army, Connolly joined with leaders of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood in the Easter Rising in 1916, becoming Commandant-
General of the Dublin Division of the Army of the Republic and Vice-President
of the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic.

For their part in the Easter Rising, Connolly and thirteen of his fellow
revolutionaries were executed in Kilmainham Gaol by the British government.
Connolly, the last to be executed, was wounded in the Rising and had to be
strapped to a chair to face the firing squad.

This biography deals with Connolly’s activities as soldier, agitator, propagandist,
orator, socialist organiser, pamphleteer, trade union leader, insurgent, and traces
the evolution of his political thinking as social democrat, revolutionist,
syndicalist, revolutionary socialist, insurrectionist. It is based largely on
Connolly’s prolific writings in twenty-seven journals in Scotland, England,
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Ireland, France and America, and some 200 letters which are particularly
revealing of his relationships with colleagues. James Connolly is the very best
survey of Connolly’s remarkable life and times.
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‘Hasn’t it been a full life, Lillie, and isn’t this a good end?’, were James Connolly’s last words to his
wife in Dublin Castle in the early hours of 12 May 1916 just before his execution for his part in leading
the Easter Rising.

James Connolly, the son of Irish immigrants, was born in Edinburgh. The first fourteen years of his life were
spent in Edinburgh and the next seven years in the King’s Liverpool Regiment in Ireland. In 1889, he
returned to Edinburgh where he was a socialist activist and organiser for seven years. In 1896, at the age of
28, he was invited to Dublin as socialist organiser, founding the Irish Republican Socialist Party and editing
The Workers’ Republic.

Connolly spent seven years in America between 1903 and 1910, returning to Ireland in 1910 as organiser of
the Socialist Party of Ireland. Connolly was appointed Ulster Organiser of the Irish Transport and General
Workers’ Union by James Larkin, succeeding him as acting general secretary in October 1914. As
Commander of the Irish Citizen Army, Connolly joined with leaders of the Irish Republican Brotherhood in
the Easter Rising in 1916, becoming Commandant-General of the Dublin Division of the Army of the
Republic and Vice-President of the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic.

For their part in the Easter Rising, Connolly and thirteen of his fellow revolutionaries were executed in
Kilmainham Gaol by the British government. Connolly, the last to be executed, was wounded in the Rising
and had to be strapped to a chair to face the firing squad.

This biography deals with Connolly’s activities as soldier, agitator, propagandist, orator, socialist organiser,
pamphleteer, trade union leader, insurgent, and traces the evolution of his political thinking as social
democrat, revolutionist, syndicalist, revolutionary socialist, insurrectionist. It is based largely on Connolly’s
prolific writings in twenty-seven journals in Scotland, England, Ireland, France and America, and some 200
letters which are particularly revealing of his relationships with colleagues. James Connolly is the very best
survey of Connolly’s remarkable life and times.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Donal Nevin was born in 1924 in Limerick and was educated at the Christian Brothers School, Sexton Street.
He worked for forty years with the Irish TUC and the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, retiring as general
secretary in 1989. He is editor of James Larkin: Lion of the Fold.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Schmidt:

The book James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of
the 1916 Easter Rising can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of
Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of the 1916 Easter Rising? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned
Trade Unionist and Leader of the 1916 Easter Rising has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Kenneth Wallace:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of the
1916 Easter Rising can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.

Judy Brown:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The James
Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of the 1916 Easter
Rising provide you with new experience in examining a book.



Micheal Goggin:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this James Connolly, A Full Life: A Biography of Ireland’s Renowned Trade Unionist and Leader of the
1916 Easter Rising can make you really feel more interested to read.
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