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Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich Romanov (1856–1929) was a key figure in late
Imperial Russia, and one of its foremost soldiers. At the outbreak of World War
I, his cousin, Tsar Nicholas II, appointed him Supreme Commander of the
Russian Army. From 1914 to 1915, and then again briefly in 1917, he was
commander of the largest army in the world in the greatest war the world had
ever seen. His appointment reflected the fact that he was perhaps the man the last
Emperor of Russia trusted the most. At six foot six, the Grand Duke towered over
those around him. His fierce temper was a matter of legend. However, as
Robinson’s vivid account shows, he had a more complex personality than either
his supporters or detractors believed.

In a career spanning 50 years, the Grand Duke played a vital role in transforming
Russia’s political system. In 1905, the Tsar assigned him the duty of coordinating
defense and security planning for the entire Russian empire. When the Tsar asked
him to assume the mantle of military dictator, the Grand Duke, instead of
accepting, persuaded the Tsar to sign a manifesto promising political reforms.
Less opportunely, he also had a role in introducing the Tsar and Tsarina to the
infamous Rasputin. A few years after the revolution in 1917, the Grand Duke
became de facto leader of the Russian émigré community.

Despite his importance, the only other biography of the Grand Duke was written
by one of his former generals in 1930, a year after his death, and it is only
available in Russian. The result of research in the archives of seven countries,
this groundbreaking biography—the first to appear in English—covers the Grand
Duke’s entire life, examining both his private life and his professional career.
Paul Robinson’s engaging account will be of great value to those interested in
World War I and military history, Russian history, and biographies of notable
figures.
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account shows, he had a more complex personality than either his supporters or detractors believed.

In a career spanning 50 years, the Grand Duke played a vital role in transforming Russia’s political system.
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Despite his importance, the only other biography of the Grand Duke was written by one of his former
generals in 1930, a year after his death, and it is only available in Russian. The result of research in the
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a well-written and important biography. Robinson has tackled an important figure with energy and
diligence and has produced the definitive study of Nikolai Nikolaevich’s life.”
—Joshua A. Sanborn, author of Drafting the Russian Nation: Military Conscription, Total War, and Mass
Politics, 1905–1925

"Paul Robinson's new biography of Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich, who commanded the tsarist war effort
during its first year, provides a welcome corrective to [the] stereotype of tsarist incompetence and
corruption."
––David Schimmelpenninck van der Oye, Literary Review of Canada

 

“One of this book’s strengths rests in voluminous and copious quotes used to paint a vivid portrait of the last
Romanov military leader. The grand duke, sometimes portrayed as a high-strung womanizer, emerges from
the pages of Robinson’s book as a mature military and political leader.”
—The Russian Review

“The most valuable materials introduced in this book are from the personal and official correspondence of
the Grand Duke with his family, Tsar Nicholas II, his commanders, and others. Robinson has also mined the
published and unpublished memoir literature of persons close to the royal court (such as ladies in waiting,
other members of the imperial family, ministers of various governments) and paints a lively and often
touching portrait of the Grand Duke as he moves through several stages of his life. The maps and
photographs are excellent and very helpful in situating and visualizing the Grand Duke and his career.”
—Mark Von Hagen, Arizona State University

About the Author

Paul Robinson is professor of history public and international affairs at the University of Ottawa. He is
author of several books, including The White Russian Army in Exile, 1920–1941, and, most recently, co-
author of Aiding Afghanistan: A History of Soviet Assistance to a Developing Country.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherry Ellis:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich: Supreme
Commander of the Russian Army. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important any book Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich: Supreme Commander of the
Russian Army. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely



right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Cheryl Alexander:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Grand Duke Nikolai
Nikolaevich: Supreme Commander of the Russian Army is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Bethany Zuniga:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich: Supreme Commander of the Russian Army, you are able to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.

Karen Morris:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Grand Duke Nikolai
Nikolaevich: Supreme Commander of the Russian Army which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.
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