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Acclaimed as the definitive volume on artist Franz Kline, this book provides
firsthand accounts of his Bohemian life and powerful work.

A model of art-historical writing, Franz Kline is, remarkably, still the only
available monograph on its subject. With its detailed yet thoroughly readable text
and 170 illustrations (many published here for the first time), this book brings to
light much new information about Kline, a leading figure among the Abstract
Expressionists, and enriches our appreciation and understanding of his art. This
book belongs on the book shelf of everyone with an interest in American
painting.

Franz Kline's energetic black strokes on a white field are as recognizable as
Jackson Pollock’s drips or Mark Rothko’s rectangles of glowing color. He spent
years struggling to find a style for himself and then achieved "overnight success"
with his dramatic black–and–white abstractions. They were, in fact, so successful
that they overwhelmed every other aspect of Kline's art, and as a result he has
been oversimplified and underestimated. Based on nearly 20 years of research,
this seminal monograph provides a comprehensive view of Kline's life and work
and reveals how unexpectedly complex they both were.

Using interviews with the artist's friends and critics, and quoting from his letters,
the author, Harry F. Gaugh, has created an evocative portrait of Kline's evolution
from ambitious art student, to penniless Greenwich Village artist painting murals
in bars, to, finally, a mature artist in command of his own unique and hard-won
style.
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A model of art-historical writing, Franz Kline is, remarkably, still the only available monograph on its
subject. With its detailed yet thoroughly readable text and 170 illustrations (many published here for the first
time), this book brings to light much new information about Kline, a leading figure among the Abstract
Expressionists, and enriches our appreciation and understanding of his art. This book belongs on the book
shelf of everyone with an interest in American painting.

Franz Kline's energetic black strokes on a white field are as recognizable as Jackson Pollock’s drips or Mark
Rothko’s rectangles of glowing color. He spent years struggling to find a style for himself and then achieved
"overnight success" with his dramatic black–and–white abstractions. They were, in fact, so successful that
they overwhelmed every other aspect of Kline's art, and as a result he has been oversimplified and
underestimated. Based on nearly 20 years of research, this seminal monograph provides a comprehensive
view of Kline's life and work and reveals how unexpectedly complex they both were.

Using interviews with the artist's friends and critics, and quoting from his letters, the author, Harry F. Gaugh,
has created an evocative portrait of Kline's evolution from ambitious art student, to penniless Greenwich
Village artist painting murals in bars, to, finally, a mature artist in command of his own unique and hard-won
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This was hailed as the definitive volume on artist Kline at its 1985 debut. Along with 170 illustrations (100
color, 70 b&w), the book includes interviews with Kline's friends and critics as well as material from his
letters.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Praise for Franz Kline:

"One of the best new books on postwar American art…A sympathetic, though unsparing, account of the
artist's life is interwoven expertly with the history of his work, resulting in an exemplary study of a
contemporary painter's career." — San Francisco Examiner–Chronicle

"The first book-length study on the artist. It is sharp and informative and it contains a good deal of new
documentation." — The New York Times

"This monograph is well researched…and generously illustrated with good color plates. The chronology,
notes, bibliography, and personal photographs are valuable resources." — Choice

About the Author

Harry F. Gaugh, an art historian specializing in postwar American art, taught at Skidmore College in
Saratoga Springs, New York, until his death in 1992. The leading authority on Franz Kline, Gaugh curated
the landmark exhibition The Vital Gesture: Franz Kline in Retrospect. His other books include the volume
on Willem de Kooning in Abbeville’s Modern Masters series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Delores Moretti:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Franz Kline. All type of book would you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Paul Douglas:

The publication with title Franz Kline posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the



improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Patrick Vanmeter:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Franz Kline this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This
is why this book suitable all of you.

Judi Orta:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Franz Kline can give you a lot of pals because by
you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Franz Kline.
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