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Field Notes reconstructs the origins and trajectory of area studies in the United
States, focusing on Middle East studies from the 1920s to the 1980s. Drawing on
extensive archival research, Zachary Lockman shows how the Carnegie,
Rockefeller, and Ford foundations played key roles in conceiving, funding, and
launching postwar area studies, expecting them to yield a new kind of
interdisciplinary knowledge that would advance the social sciences while
benefiting government agencies and the American people. Lockman argues,
however, that these new academic fields were not simply a product of the Cold
War or an instrument of the American national security state, but had roots in
shifts in the humanities and the social sciences over the interwar years, as well as
in World War II sites and practices.

This book explores the decision-making processes and visions of knowledge
production at the foundations, the Social Science Research Council, and others
charged with guiding the intellectual and institutional development of Middle
East studies. Ultimately, Field Notes uncovers how area studies as an academic
field was actually built—a process replete with contention, anxiety, dead ends,
and consequences both unanticipated and unintended.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Fair-minded, thorough, and thoughtful, Field Notes is essential reading for scholars in Middle East studies
who want to learn the origins and fate of their field. With a broad vision and deep research, Zachary
Lockman has much to teach anyone interested in the past, present, and future of international studies in the
United States." (David Engerman)

"In considering the creation of the interdisciplinary field of Middle East studies in the United States, Zachary
Lockman provides a dystopic vision from the commanding heights of the war games planners and petroleum
executives to 'the lower parts of Max Weber.' Bristling with ideas and criticisms, Field Notes deserves to be
placed alongside the life cycles and vicissitudes of Latin America, East Asia and Africa area studies in the
making and unmaking of the twentieth century American empire." (Edmund Burke III)

"Zachary Lockman's labors in the foundation records make Field Notes a must read for understanding the
history of the social sciences and the building of area studies. And his wry style and sharp, carefully drawn
conclusions makes reading the book a true pleasure." (Robert Vitalis University of Pennsylvania, author of
White World Order, Black Power Politics: The Birth of American International Relations)

About the Author
Zachary Lockman is Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies and of History at New York
University. He is the author of Contending Visions of the Middle East: The History and Politics of
Orientalism (2004, 2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Darby:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Field Notes:
The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kathryn Robinson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in



the United States as the daily resource information.

James Ronquillo:

Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Regina Hash:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the
United States was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Field Notes: The
Making of Middle East Studies in the United States has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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