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In the spring of 1959, eighteen-year-old Bruce L ee returned to San Francisco, the
city of hisbirth, and quickly inserted himself into the West Coast’ s fledgling
martial arts culture. Even though Asian fighting styles were widely unknown to
mainstream America, Bruce encountered a robust fight culture in a San Francisco
Bay areathat was populated with talented and trailblazing practitioners such as
Lau Bun, Chinatown’s aging kung fu patriarch; Wally Jay, the innovative
Hawaiian jujitsu master; and James L ee, the no-nonsense Oakland street fighter.
Regarded by some as a brash loudmouth and by others as a dynamic visionary,
Bruce spent hisfirst few years back in America advocating a more modern
approach to the martial arts and showing little regard for the damaged egos left in
his wake.

In the Chinese calendar, 1964 was the Y ear of the Green Dragon. It would be a
challenging and eventful year for Bruce. He would broadcast his dissenting view
before the first great international martial arts gathering and then defend it by
facing down Chinatown’ s young ace kung fu practitioner in alegendary behind-
closed-doors high noon-style showdown. The Y ear of the Green Dragon saw the
dawn of martial artsin Americaand the rise of an icon.

Drawing on more than one hundred original interviews and an eclectic array of

sources, Sriking Distance is an engrossing narrative chronicling San Francisco
Bay's pioneering martial arts scene asit thrived in the early 1960s and offers an
in-depth look at awidely unknown chapter of Bruce Lee siconic life.
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In the spring of 1959, eighteen-year-old Bruce L ee returned to San Francisco, the city of his birth, and
quickly inserted himself into the West Coast’ s fledgling martial arts culture. Even though Asian fighting
styles were widely unknown to mainstream America, Bruce encountered a robust fight culture in a San
Francisco Bay areathat was popul ated with talented and trailblazing practitioners such as Lau Bun,
Chinatown’ s aging kung fu patriarch; Wally Jay, the innovative Hawaiian jujitsu master; and James Leg, the
no-nonsense Oakland street fighter. Regarded by some as a brash loudmouth and by others as a dynamic
visionary, Bruce spent hisfirst few years back in America advocating a more modern approach to the martial
arts and showing little regard for the damaged egos left in his wake.

In the Chinese calendar, 1964 was the Y ear of the Green Dragon. It would be a challenging and eventful year
for Bruce. He would broadcast his dissenting view before the first great international martia arts gathering
and then defend it by facing down Chinatown’ s young ace kung fu practitioner in alegendary behind-closed-
doors high noon—style showdown. The Y ear of the Green Dragon saw the dawn of martial artsin America
and therise of anicon.

Drawing on more than one hundred original interviews and an eclectic array of sources, Sriking Distanceis
an engrossing narrative chronicling San Francisco Bay’ s pioneering martial arts scene asit thrived in the
early 1960s and offers an in-depth look at awidely unknown chapter of Bruce Lee siconic life.
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Editorial Review
Review

"I learned alot. . . . Truly fascinating . . . and written in an engaging way."—Shannon Lee (Bruce Lee's
daughter)
(Shannon Lee)

"As someone who has been a Bruce Lee fan since | was a teenager, | remember the time when Bruce Leg's
life was all myth and mystery. Thank you to journalist Charles Russo who has a written a fun-to-read Bruce
Lee book for grownups. It both solidifies Bruce Lee's place in martial arts, pop culture, and history while at
the same time demonstrating that there was a good reason Bruce was awalking legend in his brief time on
this planet. Bravo!"—W. Kamau Bell, comic and host of CNN’s United Shades of America

(W. Kamau Bell 2016-06-22)

"Sriking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Artsin America is one of those rare martial arts
volumes that is likely to be widely read by individuals practicing a variety of styles."—Ben Judkins, Kung
Fu Tea

(Ben Judkins Kung Fu Tea 2016-05-20)

"A must-have for fans of Bruce Lee and martia arts history."—Matthew Kaplowitz, thefightnerd.com
(Matthew Kaplowitz thefightnerd.com 2016-06-03)

"[Sriking Distance ig] a hard-bitten biography of Bruce Lee's early days before movies made him a mega-
star. . . . [It] expertly separates fact from myth and also features some righteous fight scenes."—Dinner Party
Download

(Dinner Party Download)

"For anyone interested in learning more about the origins of martia artsin this country, Striking Distanceis
atremendous read."—Brian Burmeister, ARETE
(Brian Burmeister ARETE 2016-07-20)

"Russo'swork is auseful addition to both the biographies of Bruce Lee, and the history of martial artsin
general, and is quite an entertaining read as well."—Delano Lopez, Origins
(Delano Lopez Origins)

About the Author

Charles Russo is an award-winning journalist who lives in San Francisco.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Bowen:

This Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Artsin Americatend to be reliable for you who



want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the
Dawn of Martial Artsin America can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Arts
in Americaforcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Ramsey:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read a new book. It isrealy fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Artsin
Americait is quite good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book.
Y ou can mOore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book has
high quality.

Haley Thacker:

The book untitled Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Artsin America contain alot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have anice read.

Carmen Dana:

Y ou may get this Striking Distance: Bruce Lee and the Dawn of Martial Artsin Americaby go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.
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