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Beauty is neither a history of art, nor a history of aesthetics but Umberto Eco
draws on the histories of both these disciplines to define the ideas of beauty that
have informed sensibilities from the classical world to modern times. In terms of
form and style, Beauty has been conceived for a vast and diversified readership:
taking in painting, sculpture, architecture, film, photography, the decorative arts,
novels and poems, it offers a rich and intelligent panorama of this huge subject. It
traces the philosophy of aesthetics through history and examines some of the
many treatises that have sought to define it. Beauty is Umberto Eco at his most
captivating and eclectic: we read not only of Botticelli and Michelangelo but of
how the fashion of the 1960s owes much to ancient Egyptian dress, and how
ancient Roman and eighteenth-century hairstyles have much in common. It
makes the familiar new, and sheds a brilliant new light on the unfamiliar.
Illustrated in full colour throughout and produced to the highest standards,
Beauty is an indispensable book.
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Beauty is neither a history of art, nor a history of aesthetics but Umberto Eco draws on the histories of both
these disciplines to define the ideas of beauty that have informed sensibilities from the classical world to
modern times. In terms of form and style, Beauty has been conceived for a vast and diversified readership:
taking in painting, sculpture, architecture, film, photography, the decorative arts, novels and poems, it offers
a rich and intelligent panorama of this huge subject. It traces the philosophy of aesthetics through history and
examines some of the many treatises that have sought to define it. Beauty is Umberto Eco at his most
captivating and eclectic: we read not only of Botticelli and Michelangelo but of how the fashion of the 1960s
owes much to ancient Egyptian dress, and how ancient Roman and eighteenth-century hairstyles have much
in common. It makes the familiar new, and sheds a brilliant new light on the unfamiliar. Illustrated in full
colour throughout and produced to the highest standards, Beauty is an indispensable book.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled On Beauty: A History of a Western
Idea? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

James Boyd:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject On Beauty: A
History of a Western Idea suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book
untitled On Beauty: A History of a Western Ideais the one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

William Hickman:

Beside this specific On Beauty: A History of a Western Idea in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have On Beauty: A History of a Western Idea because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Donna Moore:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On Beauty: A History of a
Western Idea can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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