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Hearing History is along-needed introduction to the basic tenets of what is
varioudly termed historical acoustemology, auditory culture, or aural history.
Gathering twenty-one of the field’s most important writings, this volume will
deepen and broaden our understanding of changing perceptions of sound and
hearing and the ongoing education of our senses. The essays stimulate thinking
on key questions: What is aural history? Why has vision tended to triumph over
hearing in historical accounts? How might we begin to reclaim the sounds of the
past?

With theoretical and practical essays on the history of sound and hearing in
Europe and the United States, the book draws on historical approaches ranging
from empiricism to postmodernism. Some essays show the historian of
technology at work, others highlight how military, social, intellectual, and
cultural historians have tackled historical acoustemologies. Investigating
soundscapes that include a Puritan meetinghouse in colonial New England, the
belfries of a French village at the close of the Old Regime, the court hall of
Elizabeth 1, and a Civil War battlefield, the essays vary just aswidely in their
topics, which include noise as a marker of social and cultural differences, the
privileging of music as the sound of art, the persistence of Aristotelian ideas of
sound into the seventeenth century, developments in sound related to medical
practice, the advent of sound-recording technology, and noise pollution.

Thisimportant new anthology will help usto contextualize the past within the
larger rubric of all of the senses and thus free mainstream historical writing from
the powerful but blinding focus on vision alone.
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Hearing History is along-needed introduction to the basic tenets of what is variously termed historical
acoustemology, auditory culture, or aural history. Gathering twenty-one of the field’s most important
writings, this volume will deepen and broaden our understanding of changing perceptions of sound and
hearing and the ongoing education of our senses. The essays stimulate thinking on key questions: What is
aural history? Why has vision tended to triumph over hearing in historical accounts? How might we begin to
reclaim the sounds of the past?

With theoretical and practical essays on the history of sound and hearing in Europe and the United States, the
book draws on historical approaches ranging from empiricism to postmodernism. Some essays show the
historian of technology at work, others highlight how military, social, intellectual, and cultural historians
have tackled historical acoustemologies. Investigating soundscapes that include a Puritan meetinghouse in
colonial New England, the belfries of a French village at the close of the Old Regime, the court hall of
Elizabeth |, and a Civil War battlefield, the essays vary just as widely in their topics, which include noise as
amarker of social and cultural differences, the privileging of music as the sound of art, the persistence of
Aristotelian ideas of sound into the seventeenth century, developmentsin sound related to medical practice,
the advent of sound-recording technology, and noise pollution.

Thisimportant new anthology will help usto contextualize the past within the larger rubric of all of the
senses and thus free mainstream historical writing from the powerful but blinding focus on vision alone.
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Editorial Review
Review

The history of sound is an emerging field of great importance to cultural and social analysis. Hearing History
offers a broad introduction to the subject that will be of enduring value.

(Michael O'Malley George Mason University)

This bold and edgy collection will serve as an excellent entrée into the exciting new field of aural history.
Mark Smith'sintroduction is at once lucid and comprehensive. Hearing History is absolutely first rate.

(Peter A. Coclanis University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

Hearing History is arevelation. Although the authors of these groundbreaking essays are concerned
specifically with the history of sound, their methods are so sophisticated and their reach is so formidable that
they lead the reader on a veritable discovery tour of the past.

(George Huppert University of Illinois, Chicago)
The sum of the parts is worth more than the whole. The selections are so valuable in themselves that one
need not join the editor in combat over the relative merits of hearing over seeing.

(Journal of Interdisciplinary History)

An excellent introduction to aural history showing not only a broad range of scholarly interests but also how
research into sound and hearing can inform our understanding of the past . . . this densely packed volume
provides an excellent introduction to the research in the history and meaning of sound.

(Journal of Southern History)

About the Author
Mark M. Smith is a professor of history at the University of South Carolinain Columbia. His books include
"Listening to Nineteenth-Century America."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Aaron Tyler:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their habby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like



examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Hearing History: A Reader.

Alex Santana:

This book untitled Hearing History: A Reader to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So thereis no
reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Violet Shook:

This Hearing History: A Reader is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Hearing History: A
Reader in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , thisis
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Carolyn Berndt:

The book untitled Hearing History: A Reader contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your
ex ideawith easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable al the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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