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In this profound and profoundly controversial work, a landmark of 20th-century
thought originally published in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive
statement about humankind and society.

Insisting that the problems of the world today can be solved only by dealing
much more effectively with human behavior, Skinner argues that our traditional
concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply revised. They have played an
important historical role in our struggle against many kinds of tyranny, he
acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile defense of a presumed
free and autonomous individual; they are perpetuating our use of punishment and
blocking the development of more effective cultural practices. Basing his
arguments on the massive results of the experimental analysis of behavior he
pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of behavior in terms of states
of mind, feelings, and other mental attributes in favor of explanations to be
sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and personal history. He
argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as personal attributes, we
should direct our attention to the physical and social environments in which
people live. It is the environment rather than humankind itself that must be
changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and dignity are to be
reached.

Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the ideals we have taken for
granted and to consider the possibility of a radically behaviorist approach to
human problems--one that has appeared to some incompatible with those ideals,
but which envisions the building of a world in which humankind can attain its
greatest possible achievements.
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In this profound and profoundly controversial work, a landmark of 20th-century thought originally published
in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive statement about humankind and society.

Insisting that the problems of the world today can be solved only by dealing much more effectively with
human behavior, Skinner argues that our traditional concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply revised.
They have played an important historical role in our struggle against many kinds of tyranny, he
acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile defense of a presumed free and autonomous
individual; they are perpetuating our use of punishment and blocking the development of more effective
cultural practices. Basing his arguments on the massive results of the experimental analysis of behavior he
pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of behavior in terms of states of mind, feelings, and other
mental attributes in favor of explanations to be sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and
personal history. He argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as personal attributes, we should
direct our attention to the physical and social environments in which people live. It is the environment rather
than humankind itself that must be changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and dignity are
to be reached.

Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the ideals we have taken for granted and to consider the
possibility of a radically behaviorist approach to human problems--one that has appeared to some
incompatible with those ideals, but which envisions the building of a world in which humankind can attain
its greatest possible achievements.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904–1990), regarded by many as the most important and influential psychologist
since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at
the University of Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained there for
the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology. His many works include
Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior (1957).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Parker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Beyond
Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Shay Price:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Beyond Freedom and
Dignity (Hackett Classics).

Roland Hall:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett
Classics) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?



Ricky Dotson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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