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Over the past decade, a group of prolific and innovative evolutionary biologists
has sought to reinvent historical linguistics through the use of phylogenetic and
phylogeographical analysis, treating cognates like genes and conceptualizing the
spread of languages in terms of the diffusion of viruses. Using these techniques,
researchers claim to have located the origin of the Indo-European language
family in Neolithic Anatolia, challenging the near-consensus view that it
emerged in the grasslands north of the Black Sea thousands of years later. But
despite its widespread celebration in the global media, this new approach fails to
withstand scrutiny. As languages do not evolve like biological species and do not
spread like viruses, the model produces incoherent results, contradicted by the
empirical record at every turn. This book asserts that the origin and spread of
languages must be examined primarily through the time-tested techniques of
linguistic analysis, rather than those of evolutionary biology.
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Over the past decade, a group of prolific and innovative evolutionary biologists has sought to reinvent
historical linguistics through the use of phylogenetic and phylogeographical analysis, treating cognates like
genes and conceptualizing the spread of languages in terms of the diffusion of viruses. Using these
techniques, researchers claim to have located the origin of the Indo-European language family in Neolithic
Anatolia, challenging the near-consensus view that it emerged in the grasslands north of the Black Sea
thousands of years later. But despite its widespread celebration in the global media, this new approach fails
to withstand scrutiny. As languages do not evolve like biological species and do not spread like viruses, the
model produces incoherent results, contradicted by the empirical record at every turn. This book asserts that
the origin and spread of languages must be examined primarily through the time-tested techniques of
linguistic analysis, rather than those of evolutionary biology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book provides an excellent guide to what can and what can't be done in historical linguistics and Indo-
European studies, and it offers a much-needed counterblast to much recent work in the field."
James Clackson, University of Cambridge

About the Author
Asya Pereltsvaig is a lecturer in the Department of Linguistics at Stanford University, where she teaches
courses in syntax, general and historical linguistics, and languages of the world. Her main area of
specialization is the syntax of Indo-European, Semitic, and Turkic languages. She is the author of Copular
Sentences in Russian: A Theory of Intra-Clausal Relations (2007) and Languages of the World: An
Introduction (2012).

Martin W. Lewis is a senior lecturer in the Department of History at Stanford University, where he teaches
global historical and regional geography, contemporary geopolitics, and the history of Southeast Asia. His
recent research focuses on the history of geographical ideas, especially those pertaining to the division of the
world. He is the author of Wagering the Land: Ritual, Capital, and Environmental Degradation in the
Cordillera of Northern Luzon, 1900-1986 (1992) and of Green Delusions: An Environmentalist Critique of
Radical Environmentalism (1992), and co-author of The Myth of Continents: A Critique of Metageography
(1997) with Kären Wigen and of Diversity Amid Globalization: World Regions, Environment, Development
(2012) with Lester Rowntree, Marie Price and William Wyckoff. He is also a co-editor of The Flight from
Science and Reason (1997) with Paul R. Gross and Norman Levitt.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandy Hagaman:

This The Indo-European Controversy: Facts and Fallacies in Historical Linguistics tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Indo-European
Controversy: Facts and Fallacies in Historical Linguistics can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Indo-European Controversy: Facts and Fallacies
in Historical Linguistics giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Tonya Hooper:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Indo-European Controversy: Facts and Fallacies in Historical Linguistics your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be



your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The The Indo-European Controversy:
Facts and Fallacies in Historical Linguistics giving you yet another experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Harry Dwyer:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Indo-European Controversy:
Facts and Fallacies in Historical Linguistics or even others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Indo-European Controversy: Facts and
Fallacies in Historical Linguistics to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Ruth Paiz:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Indo-European Controversy: Facts and Fallacies in Historical Linguistics we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this
book The Indo-European Controversy: Facts and Fallacies in Historical Linguistics. You can more appealing
than now.
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