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Many film fans consider Humphrey Bogart the ultimate star of Hollywood’s
golden era. He rose from supporting roles in the early 1930s to become a
superstar by the end of the decade. Bogart appeared in more classic films than
just about any other actor in American cinema. In addition to The Maltese
Falcon, Casablanca, The Big Sleep, The Treasure of Sierra Madre, and The
African Queen, Bogart starred in dozens of other highly regarded films until his
death in 1956.

In The Essential Humphrey Bogart, Constantine Santas looks at the most
important films of this Hollywood legend’s career. Along with the established
classics, this book discusses other films that showcase Bogart’s superb acting
talents, such as High Sierra, To Have and Have Not, Key Largo, In a Lonely
Place, Beat the Devil, The Caine Mutiny, Sabrina, and The Desperate Hours.
Presented in chronological order, these films chart the actor’s ascent from
stereotypical roles as gangsters in The Petrified Forest and Dead End to iconic
roles like that of Sam Spade, Rick Blaine, and Philip Marlowe. In all of these
performances Bogart showed his versatility, playing a variety of characters from
tough detectives and war heroes to a lawyer, writer, gold prospector, river rat,
and even a priest.

Containing a brief biographical sketch of the actor, this volume then looks at
each of Bogart’s most significant films. Each entry states why the particular
movie was included and is followed by a plot analysis, critical views from film
historians, and DVD/Blu-ray availability. A key to the ranking system helps the
reader select what film to view at his or her leisure. Highlighting more than
thirty-five films, The Essential Humphrey Bogart is a must-have companion for
every fan of this actor’s work and will no doubt introduce viewers to other films
to put on their must-see list.
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Many film fans consider Humphrey Bogart the ultimate star of Hollywood’s golden era. He rose from
supporting roles in the early 1930s to become a superstar by the end of the decade. Bogart appeared in more
classic films than just about any other actor in American cinema. In addition to The Maltese Falcon,
Casablanca, The Big Sleep, The Treasure of Sierra Madre, and The African Queen, Bogart starred in dozens
of other highly regarded films until his death in 1956.

In The Essential Humphrey Bogart, Constantine Santas looks at the most important films of this Hollywood
legend’s career. Along with the established classics, this book discusses other films that showcase Bogart’s
superb acting talents, such as High Sierra, To Have and Have Not, Key Largo, In a Lonely Place, Beat the
Devil, The Caine Mutiny, Sabrina, and The Desperate Hours. Presented in chronological order, these films
chart the actor’s ascent from stereotypical roles as gangsters in The Petrified Forest and Dead End to iconic
roles like that of Sam Spade, Rick Blaine, and Philip Marlowe. In all of these performances Bogart showed
his versatility, playing a variety of characters from tough detectives and war heroes to a lawyer, writer, gold
prospector, river rat, and even a priest.

Containing a brief biographical sketch of the actor, this volume then looks at each of Bogart’s most
significant films. Each entry states why the particular movie was included and is followed by a plot analysis,
critical views from film historians, and DVD/Blu-ray availability. A key to the ranking system helps the
reader select what film to view at his or her leisure. Highlighting more than thirty-five films, The Essential
Humphrey Bogart is a must-have companion for every fan of this actor’s work and will no doubt introduce
viewers to other films to put on their must-see list.
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Editorial Review

Review
What makes the book such a great read is the fact that the author places each film within the political and
social environment of the time, replete with details and facts that make for interesting myth and reality....
Although the book is a product of scientific and academic research, it is anything but boring. Conversely, the
uplifting material and deep exploration of the unknown aspects of the actor and his films make for lively
reading. Personally, from the first to last word of its 212 pages, I discovered an unknown multidimensional
Humphrey Bogart and learned of his very significant contribution to the golden era of American cinema! 
(The Huffington Post)

Santas’ book is a great and extremely useful guide to the best Bogart’s titles, and its complete explanation.
After owning this book, you will probably forget about IMDB or google, as it has everything you need to
know about Bogart, his personal life, films, the approach he needed to take that made his screen look
unforgettable. Bogart certainly had a unique charisma that allowed him to outlive his time and become an
ultimate Hollywood star, as well as Santas’ book that you’ll soon starting using as 'Bogartclopedia'. (Let The
Movie Move Us)

Of course, over the years, there have been many books written about the legendary Bogart - but this
handsome looking volume reviews no less than thirty eight of the stars films (complete with plots, full cast
lists and behind-the-scenes information) from 'The Petrified Forest' in 1936 to 'The Harder They Fall in
1956.... I found this book absolutely fact filled, with much research undertaken and I certainly recommend it
to MVM readers and Humphrey Bogart fans alike. (Movie Memories Magazine)

About the Author
Constantine Santas is professor emeritus and former chair in the Department of English at Flagler College,
Florida. He is the author of Responding to Film (2002), The Epic in Film: From Myth to Blockbuster (2008),
and The Epic Films of David Lean (2012), as well as coauthor of The Encyclopedia of Epic Films (2014), all
published by Rowman & Littlefield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Essential Humphrey Bogart.

Augustine Klotz:

This The Essential Humphrey Bogart are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person,



why. The explanation of this The Essential Humphrey Bogart can be one of several great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Essential Humphrey Bogart
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Maude Porter:

The e-book untitled The Essential Humphrey Bogart is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of The Essential Humphrey Bogart from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Cora Snyder:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Essential Humphrey Bogart is simple
to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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