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This book draws on the dialogism of social theorist Mikhail Bakhtin to develop a
new approach which the authors term "relational dialectics" to the study of
interpersonal communication. Emphasizing a social self instead of a sovereign
self, multivocal oppositions instead of binary contradictions, and indeterminate
change instead of transcendent synthesis, chapters examine and critique
prevailing approaches to interpersonal communication. Building on these
theoretical foundations, the volume rethinks such key areas as relationship
development, closeness, certainty, openness, communication competence, and
the boundaries between self, relationship, and society, and raises intriguing
questions for future research.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...an ambitious and important book... Scholars should take seriously the implications of the relational-
dialectics perspective advanced by Baxter and Montgomery." --John Carl (University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill) and Julia T. Wood (Communication Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)
Contemporary Psychology, 1997

"This is an excellent work. It was a difficult undertaking and the authors succeeded in presenting a dialogic
approach which is coherent, persuasive, and useful. Their review of alternative perspectives and historical
roots is both fair and concise (a difficult combination)....This is a provocative and useful work. It should
stimulate considerable research and theory." --C. Arthur VanLear, Department of Communication Sciences,
University of Connecticut

"This is a superb book in every aspect...a tour de force that will be standard work on the subject for years to
come. No one in the foreseeable future is likely to produce a work of this importance, and I predict that it
will be required reading for scholars and students in the fields of communications, psychology, sociology,
family studies, and others....A fine piece of work that accomplishes many things. It draws on an enormous
body of literature from many different fields, weaves them together in a coherent whole, and addresses all of
the key issues associated with a dialectical orientation....The writing style is excellent, holds the reader's
attention, is gentle but substantive, and nicely reflects the personalities and intellectual style of the
authors....This book is and will be a classic." --Irwin Altman, Department of Psychology, University of Utah

"The authors of Relational Dialectics articulate the common assumptions of all dialectical perspectives,
examine the differences among various dialectical perspectives, and elaborate a particular approach to
dialectics, a dialogic approach, based on the work of Bahktin. The authors provide a thorough discussion of
basic issues regarding communication and personal relationships, including relational development, intimacy
or closeness, certainty of predictability, and openness or self-disclosure, from a dialectical perspective. The
authors provide a basis for understanding, comparing and contrasting, and evaluating current dialectical
perspectives provide the necessary foundation for future theory and research on communication and personal
relationships from a dialectical perspective. The authors achieve their goal of stimulating a dialogue whose
goal is to rethink fundamental issues in the study of communication and personal relationships." --Kathryn
Dindia, Associate Professor of Communication, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

About the Author

Leslie A. Baxter, Ph.D., University of Iowa

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
I. A Relational Dialectics Perspective
1. Thinking Dialectically About Communication in Personal Relationships
2. Dialectical Voices: Ours and Others'
II. Rethinking Communication in Personal Relationships
3. Rethinking Relationship Development
4. Rethinking Closeness



5. Rethinking Certainty
6. Rethinking the Open Self
III. Understanding Complex Dialectical Dialogues
7. The Complex Interplay of Selves, Relationships, and Cultures
8. Understanding Interactional Competence in Relationships
9. Dialogic Inquiry and the Study of Relational Dialectics
10. Some Final (But Unfinalizable) Dialogues

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

The particular book Relating: Dialogues and Dialectics has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Lisa Thomason:

Exactly why? Because this Relating: Dialogues and Dialectics is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want
to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Susan Bondurant:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Relating: Dialogues and Dialectics can make you sense more
interested to read.

Jessica Harris:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Relating: Dialogues and Dialectics to make your
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading.



Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve
Relating: Dialogues and Dialectics can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of these time.
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