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All too often, public policy textbooks offer a basic grounding in the policy
process without the benefit of integrating the use of policy analysis. Kraft and
Furlong, since their first edition, take a different tack. They want students to
understand how and why policy analysis is used to assess policy alternatives - not
only to question the assumptions of policy analysts, but to recognize how
analysis is used in support of political arguments. To encourage critical and
creative thinking on issues ranging from the financial bailout to rising gas prices
to natural disasters, the authors introduce and fully integrate an evaluative
approach to policy. "Public Policy" starts with a concise review of institutions,
policy actors, and major theoretical models. The authors then discuss the nature
of policy analysis and its practice, and show students how to employ evaluative
criteria in six substantive policy areas. "Public Policy" arms students with
analytic tools they need to understand the motivations of policy actors-both
within and outside of government-influence a complex, yet comprehensible,
policy agenda. Enhancements to the 4th edition: all chapters have been
comprehensively updated to include recent events, issues, and policy debates
including the conduct of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the use of private
contractors for military support and operations, the rising cost of gasoline and
disputes over energy policy and climate change, the controversy over
immigration policy, requirements for financial regulation, heightened concerns
over economic and social inequality, and the clash over reforming taxes and
entitlement programs, as well as dealing with the federal deficit and national
debt; new and updated "working with sources" and "steps to analysis" features
that help students to investigate sources of information and apply evaluative
criteria; and, new and updated end-of chapter discussion questions, suggested
readings, and web sites.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michael E. Kraft is professor emeritus of political science and public affairs at the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay. He is the author of, among other works, Environmental Policy and Politics, 6th ed. (2015) and
coauthor of Coming Clean: Information Disclosure and Environmental Performance (2011), with Mark
Stephan and Troy D. Abel. In addition, he is the coeditor of Environmental Policy: New Directions in the
21st Century, 9th ed. (2016), with Norman J. Vig; Toward Sustainable Communities: Transition and
Transformations in Environmental Policy, 2nd ed. (2009), with Daniel A. Mazmanian; and Business and
Environmental Policy: Corporate Interests in the American Political System (2007) and The Oxford
Handbook of U.S. Environmental Policy (2013), with Sheldon Kamieniecki. He has long taught courses in
environmental policy and politics, American government, Congress, and public policy analysis. Scott R.
Furlong is dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and professor of political science and public
affairs at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. His areas of expertise are regulatory policy and interest
group participation in the executive branch, and he has taught public policy for over twenty years. He is the
author or coauthor of numerous book chapters and coauthor of Rulemaking: How Government Agencies
Write Laws and Make Policy, 4th ed. (2011), with Cornelius M. Kerwin. His articles have appeared in such
journals as Public Administration Review, Journal of Public Administration, Research and Theory,
Administrative Studies Quarterly, Administration and Society, American Review of Public Administration,
and Policy Studies Journal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Peak:

This book untitled Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives, 4th Edition to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Manuel Arndt:

The book Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives, 4th Edition has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after scanning this book.

Pearl Dyson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary for



some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their passion. They
just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading really.
Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it
is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways
to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Public Policy:
Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives, 4th Edition can make you sense more interested to read.

David Trudeau:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives, 4th Edition when you needed it?
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