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(Book). From folk to avant-garde to world music, this fun-to-browse book easily
guides readers to more than 20,000 great recordings by over 4,000 artists through
thorough reviews and ratings. Arranged by genre (the book covers 16 stylesin
all), each section provides informed essays on how the music evolved and its
various styles, intriguing artist biographies, and insightful reviews and ratings of
the top recordings. The lives and work of major artists are described in depth.
Easy-to-read "music maps" chart the development of each genre, its key players,
and their influences. Now in its fourth edition, this authoritative reference
highlights "essential collection” albums aswell as "first purchase" recordings to
help listeners buy CDs. Nearly 1,500 info-packed pages! "Makes you delirious
with knowledge." Entertainment Weekly "The most useful single volume your
money can buy." Mojo
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Given the comprehensiveness, popularity, and timeliness of the free All Music Guide web site
(www.allmusic.com), one wonders whether an abridged print version is needed. Still, it's hard to ignore the
pleasures of browsing this highly entertaining tome, now in its fourth edition, which provides guidance on
the best music from virtually all popular (i.e., nonclassical) genres. Over 20,000 albums and 4000 artists are
represented from the worlds of rock, blues, country, jazz, rap, folk, gospel, reggae, avant-garde, and more.
The book is arranged into 16 genre chapters, each beginning with an overview of the genre and its various
subgenres or "styles." (Tabs on the page edges would have facilitated thumbing to a particular genre.) Artists
are listed alphabetically within each chapter, making the comprehensive index crucial for determining the
genre under which an artist is listed. Unfortunately, the index is off by afew pagesfor artistsin the fourth
chapter (Gospel) through the end. Each artist entry includes vital statistics, styles played, a biographical
sketch, and a selective list of albums. All albums are rated from oneto five stars, with additional symbols
denoting recommended first purchases and albums that are essential representations of a genre. Signed
reviews from scores of contributors accompany the most significant titles. (Beware: an album's rating and
review do not alwaysjibe. Also, ratings and reviews in the book may differ from those found on the web site
for the same album.) Other features include music maps (a sort of family tree outlining the history and key
artists of agenre or style) and sidebar articles on topics such as Caribbean music styles and English and
Celtic folk instruments. While still selective, the All Music guides (there are also separate volumes on rock,
jazz, blues, country, and electronica) tend to provide more detail and analysis of an artist's oeuvre than the
MusicHound, Rough Guide, and Rolling Stone tomes. All in al, patrons are better off using the truly
comprehensive web site, but thisisthe best of the print sources. Recommended. LIoyd Jansen, Stockton-San
Joaquin Cty. P.L., CA

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Founded in 1947, Hal Leonard Corporation has become the worlds largest print music publisher,
representing some of the greatest songwriters and artists of all time. We are proud to publish titles of interest
to all musicians as well as music lovers, from songbooks and instructional titles to artist biographies and
instrument price guides to books about the music industry and al the performing arts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ivory Hughes:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guarderia until university need this specific All Music Guide: The Definitive Guide To Popular
Music, 4th Edition to read.



Renee Middleton:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resourcesin
it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be smart in receiving
any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this All Music Guide: The Definitive Guide To
Popular Music, 4th Edition book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lori Suda;

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love All Music Guide: The Definitive Guide To
Popular Music, 4th Edition, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would liketo
missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Gilbert Phillips:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book All Music Guide: The Definitive Guide To Popular Music,
4th Edition to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading expertise is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading through especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to start abook and examine
it. Beside that the reserve All Music Guide: The Definitive Guide To Popular Music, 4th Edition can to be
your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
that time.
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