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There's a sweet, sweet smell in the air as two young girls sneak out of their
house, down the street, and across town to where men and women are gathered,
ready to march for freedom and justice. Inspired by countless children and young
adults who took a stand, two Coretta Scott King honorees offer a heart-lifting
glimpse of children's roles in the civil rights movement.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3–This quiet, gentle story pays tribute to the many unnamed children who participated
in the African-American struggle for civil rights. It opens: "After a night of soft rain there is a sweet smell of
roses as my sister, Minnie, and I slip past Mama's door and out of the house down Charlotte Street." They
head toward the curb market where folks, mostly adults, are gathering to listen to and march with Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Large, powerful charcoal images dominate the pages with particular attention paid to facial
expressions. The artist shows the strength and resolve of the marchers in the face of "people who scream,
shout, and say, 'You are not right. Equality can't be yours.'" Once the speeches are over, the sisters race home
and are met at the door by their worried mother, "And as we tell her about the march, the curtains flow apart,
and there is a sweet smell of roses all through our house." The only color that appears in this book is the deep
red of the ribbon around the neck of Minnie's teddy bear, the U.S. flag, and the roses. Without going into
much detail, this book nonetheless drives home the fact that children were involved in the movement and
makes the experience more real for those just learning about this chapter of American history.–Mary N.
Oluonye, Shaker Heights Public Library, OH

From Booklist
K-Gr. 2. History and politics get personal for young readers in this dramatic, large-size picture book about an
African American child and her younger sister who steal out of the house to join the Civil Rights marchers
and listen to Dr. King speak. The child's clear, first-person narrative draws on the language of the struggle
("we look farther down the road"), and Velasquez' realistic charcoal pictures, in black and white with an
occasional touch of red, evoke the news footage of the time. The protestors confront the glowering police,
and there are children among the racists who yell, "You are not right. Equality can't be yours." But this book
is not only about segregation; it's also about the crowds of people "walking our way toward freedom," the
thrilling portrait of Dr. King, and the two brave kids who cross the line. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"The pervasive smell of roses is an effective metaphor for the scent of freedom in the air, and Johnson's
poetic text is powerful."

-- Horn Book

"This book is not only about segregation; it's also about the crowds of people 'walking our way toward
freedom,' the thrilling portrait of Dr. King, and the two brave kids who cross the line." -- Booklist

"Powerful and moving."

-- Kirkus Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Louis Venable:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of A Sweet Smell of Roses to read.

Alan Levin:

The experience that you get from A Sweet Smell of Roses may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but A Sweet Smell of Roses giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having that A Sweet Smell of Roses instantly.

William Stewart:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting A Sweet Smell of Roses
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could
pick A Sweet Smell of Roses become your starter.

Warren Bowers:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That A Sweet Smell of Roses can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Sweet Smell of Roses.
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