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Why do parties and governments cheat in elections they cannot lose? This book
documents the widespread use of blatant and excessive manipulation of elections
and explains what drives this practice. Alberto Simpser shows that, in many
instances, elections are about more than winning. Electoral manipulation is not
only a tool used to gain votes, but also a means of transmitting or distorting
information. This manipulation conveys an image of strength, shaping the
behavior of citizens, bureaucrats, politicians, parties, unions, and businesspeople
to the benefit of the manipulators, increasing the scope for the manipulators to
pursue their goals while in government and mitigating future challenges to their
hold on power. Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections provides a
general theory about what drives electoral manipulation and empirically
documents global patterns of manipulation.
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Why do parties and governments cheat in elections they cannot lose? This book documents the widespread
use of blatant and excessive manipulation of elections and explains what drives this practice. Alberto
Simpser shows that, in many instances, elections are about more than winning. Electoral manipulation is not
only a tool used to gain votes, but also a means of transmitting or distorting information. This manipulation
conveys an image of strength, shaping the behavior of citizens, bureaucrats, politicians, parties, unions, and
businesspeople to the benefit of the manipulators, increasing the scope for the manipulators to pursue their
goals while in government and mitigating future challenges to their hold on power. Why Governments and
Parties Manipulate Elections provides a general theory about what drives electoral manipulation and
empirically documents global patterns of manipulation.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In compelling fashion, Alberto Simpser's Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections successfully
upends the conventional wisdom that election fraud is only about winning elections. With an elegant theory
and original data, Simpser shows us that the information provided by manipulated elections may be just as
influential as stolen votes, and they can significantly change political participation and perceptions of power.
This comprehensive explanation of the causes and consequences of election manipulation throughout the
world represents a major contribution to the field." - Susan D. Hyde, Yale University

"Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections develops a theory of electoral manipulation that moves
the informational role of manipulation to center stage. The 'informational turn' it proposes represents a
significant advance in the comparative study of electoral fraud. Most studies on electoral malpractice stress
its material effects: governments manipulate elections to win them. Alberto Simpser, by contrast, highlights
its communicative role: governments manipulate elections to send messages of strength and resolve.
Theoretically innovative and empirically rich, the book offers a commendable blend of formal modeling,
statistical analysis, and case studies. It is obligatory reading for all students of elections, political
manipulation, and authoritarianism." - Andreas Schedler, CIDE, Mexico City

About the Author
Alberto Simpser is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago. He has held
research fellowships at Princeton University's Center for Globalization and Governance and at Stanford
University's Hoover Institution. His research has been published in the Journal of Politics and Public Opinion
Quarterly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Crystal Freeman:

The reason? Because this Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and
Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Emma Englund:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Why Governments and Parties
Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions)



that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you can pick Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications
(Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions) become your personal starter.

Lorraine Woodward:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Why Governments and
Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and
Decisions) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Sean Rusin:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections:
Theory, Practice, and Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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