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Mao: The Unknown Story by Jung Chang and Jon Halliday was published in
2005 to a great fanfare. The book portrays Mao as a monster — equal to or worse
than Hitler and Stalin —and afool who won power by native cunning and ruled
by terror. It received arapturous welcome from reviewers in the popular press
and rocketed to the top of the worldwide bestseller list. Few works on China by
writersin the West have achieved itsimpact.

Reviews by serious China scholars, however, tended to take a different view.
Most were sharply critical, questioning its authority and the authors' methods,
arguing that Chang and Halliday’ s book is not awork of balanced scholarship, as
it purports to be, but a highly selective and even polemical study that sets out to
demonise Mao.

This book brings together sixteen reviews of Mao: The Unknown Story — all by
internationally well-regarded specialists in modern Chinese history, and
published in relatively specialised scholarly journals. Taken together they
demonstrate that Chang and Halliday’ s portrayal of Mao isin many places
woefully inaccurate. While agreeing that Mao had many faults and was
responsible for some disastrous policies, they conclude that a more balanced
picture is needed.
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Mao: The Unknown Story by Jung Chang and Jon Halliday was published in 2005 to a great fanfare. The
book portrays Mao as a monster — equal to or worse than Hitler and Stalin — and a fool who won power by
native cunning and ruled by terror. It received a rapturous welcome from reviewers in the popular press and
rocketed to the top of the worldwide bestseller list. Few works on China by writersin the West have
achieved its impact.

Reviews by serious China scholars, however, tended to take a different view. Most were sharply critical,
guestioning its authority and the authors’ methods , arguing that Chang and Halliday’ s book is not awork of
balanced scholarship, asit purportsto be, but a highly selective and even polemical study that sets out to
demonise Mao.

This book brings together sixteen reviews of Mao: The Unknown Story — all by internationally well-regarded
specialists in modern Chinese history, and published in relatively specialised scholarly journals. Taken
together they demonstrate that Chang and Halliday’ s portrayal of Mao isin many places woefully inaccurate.
While agreeing that Mao had many faults and was responsible for some disastrous policies, they conclude
that a more balanced picture is needed.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Gregor Benton is Professor of Chinese History at Cardiff University. His book Mountain Fires. The Red
Army’'s Three-Year War in South China, 1934-1938 won several awards, including the Association of Asian
Studies' best book on modern China. Recent work includes Chinese Migrants and I nter nationalism:
Forgotten Histories, 1917-1945; Mao Zedong and the Chinese Revol ution (also published by Routledge)

Lin Chun is Senior Lecturer in Comparative Politics at the London School of Economics, UK. Sheisthe
author of a number of books, of which the most recent is The Transformation of Chinese Socialism.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dennis Boone:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday’s
"Mao: The Unknown Story" as the daily resource information.

William Nix:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Was Mao Really a Monster?. The Academic Response to Chang and
Halliday’s "Mao: The Unknown Story" this guide consist alot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
useto explainit is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suitable all of you.

Jeremy Smith:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic Response to



Chang and Halliday’ s "Mao: The Unknown Story" or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Was Mao Really a Monster?: The Academic
Response to Chang and Halliday’ s "Mao: The Unknown Story" to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Marilyn Fox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagraWas Mao Really a
Monster?: The Academic Response to Chang and Halliday’ s "Mao: The Unknown Story".
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