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In early 2005, an engineer at the Library of Congress accidentally discovered, in
an unmarked box, the recording of Thelonious Monk's and John Coltrane's
performance at a 1957 benefit concert at Carnegie Hall. Long considered one of
the most important musical meetings in modern jazz, Monk's and Coltrane's work
together during a scant few months in 1957 had, until this discovery, been
thought to be almost entirely undocumented.
In this book, Gabriel Solis provides an historical, cultural, and analytical study of
this landmark recording, which was released by Blue Note records later in 2005.
Taking a wide-ranging approach to the recording, Solis addresses issues of
"liveness," jazz teaching and learning, enculturation, and historiography. Because
nearly a half century passed between when the recording was made and its public
release, it is a particularly interesting lens through which to view jazz both as a
historical tradition and as a contemporary cultural form. Most importantly Solis
accounts for the music itself. Offering in depth analytical discussions of each
composition, as well as Monk's and Coltrane's improvisational performances he
provides insight into Monk's impact on Coltrane as he developed his signature
"sheets of sound" style, as well as into the influence of a strong side-man, like
Coltrane, on Monk at his creative and professional peak. The first study of one of
the most significant jazz releases of the twenty-first century, Thelonious Monk
Quartet with John Coltrane at Carnegie Hall is essential reading for all jazz
scholars, students, musicians, and fans.
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In early 2005, an engineer at the Library of Congress accidentally discovered, in an unmarked box, the
recording of Thelonious Monk's and John Coltrane's performance at a 1957 benefit concert at Carnegie Hall.
Long considered one of the most important musical meetings in modern jazz, Monk's and Coltrane's work
together during a scant few months in 1957 had, until this discovery, been thought to be almost entirely
undocumented.
In this book, Gabriel Solis provides an historical, cultural, and analytical study of this landmark recording,
which was released by Blue Note records later in 2005. Taking a wide-ranging approach to the recording,
Solis addresses issues of "liveness," jazz teaching and learning, enculturation, and historiography. Because
nearly a half century passed between when the recording was made and its public release, it is a particularly
interesting lens through which to view jazz both as a historical tradition and as a contemporary cultural form.
Most importantly Solis accounts for the music itself. Offering in depth analytical discussions of each
composition, as well as Monk's and Coltrane's improvisational performances he provides insight into Monk's
impact on Coltrane as he developed his signature "sheets of sound" style, as well as into the influence of a
strong side-man, like Coltrane, on Monk at his creative and professional peak. The first study of one of the
most significant jazz releases of the twenty-first century, Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane at
Carnegie Hall is essential reading for all jazz scholars, students, musicians, and fans.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Solis's arguments are compelling and wide ranging, covering the specifics of this concert and recording but
reiterating essential points for jazz studies research pertaining to the musical work, issues of authenticity and
reproduction, nostalgia and reissued recordings, and academic institutionalization, among others, that make
the book applicable and engaging beyond just the scope of its primary object of study."--Twentieth-Century
Music

About the Author

Gabriel Solis is Associate Professor of music, African American studies, and anthropology at the University
of Illinois. A scholar of jazz, American popular music, and the transnational politics of race, his work has
appeared in leading journals of ethnomusicology, music history, and sociology. He is the author of Monk's
Music: Thelonious Monk and Jazz History in the Making (California, 2008), co-editor with Bruno Nettl of
Musical Improvisation: Art, Education, and Society (Illinois, 2009), and author of a forthcoming book on
singer, songwriter, and performing artist, Tom Waits titled Sounding America: Gender, Genre, Memory, and
the Music of Tom Waits (California).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Oneal:

Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane at Carnegie Hall (Oxford Studies in Recorded Jazz) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in
writing Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane at Carnegie Hall (Oxford Studies in Recorded Jazz) but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Michael Berry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Thelonious Monk Quartet with John
Coltrane at Carnegie Hall (Oxford Studies in Recorded Jazz) publication written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still question Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane at Carnegie Hall (Oxford
Studies in Recorded Jazz) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide



that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

James Yancey:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane
at Carnegie Hall (Oxford Studies in Recorded Jazz) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

William Copeland:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane at Carnegie Hall (Oxford Studies in Recorded Jazz) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life with that book Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane at Carnegie Hall (Oxford Studies in
Recorded Jazz). You can more appealing than now.
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