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Provides an account of Islamic philosopher Suhrawardi’s revival of Neoplatonism.

"This is an original and provocative work in the area of Suhrawardian studies that challenges the existing
interpretations of Suhrawardi's concept of the history of philosophy and offers an alternative perspective." --
Mehdi Aminrazavi, author of Suhrawardi and the School of Illumination

The twelfth-century Persian philosopher Suhrawardi was the key figure in the transition of Islamic
philosophy from the neo-Aristotelianism of Avicenna to the mystically oriented Islamic philosophy of later
centuries. Suhrawardi's "Illuminationist" philosophy was a vigorous reassertion of Neoplatonism at a time
when Sufism was becoming a major presence in Islamic thought and society.

This book traces the intellectual background of Suhrawardi's thought and of the Greek roots of non-
Aristotelian philosophy in the Islamic world. Suhrawardi placed himself in an intellectual tradition that
sprang from the "Ancients," the philosophical and mystical tradition of Hermes Trismegistus and his
successors in both Greece and the Orient. The author argues that Suhrawardi typifies an approach to
philosophy characteristic of Neoplatonism, in which Pythagoras is the key pre-Socratic, Plato is the central
figure in the history of philosophy, Aristotle is respected but corrected by reference to Pythagoras and Plato,
and philosophy is ultimately an eclectic revelation known symbolically by different nations. Mystical
intuition is a key philosophical tool and symbolism is of particular importance.

The Leaven of the Ancients provides a translation of Suhrawardi's famous dream, in which Aristotle reveals
the epistemological foundations of Suhrawardi's Illuminationist system. The book also analyzes the role
played by Suhrawardi and his approach to philosophy in turning Islamic civilization away from physical
science toward a subtle mystical psychology, thus offering a new explanation for the decline of science in
Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is an original and provocative work in the area of Suhrawardian studies that challenges the existing
interpretations of Suhrawardi's concept of the history of philosophy and offers an alternative perspective." --
Mehdi Aminrazavi, author of Suhrawardi and the School of Illumination

About the Author
John Walbridge is Associate Professor in the Departments of Near Eastern Languages and Philosophy at
Indiana University. He has published several books including The Science of Mystic Lights: Qutb al-Din
Shirazi and the Illuminationist Tradition in Islamic Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Leaven of the
Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam). All type of book can you see
on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Michael Counts:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Leaven of the Ancients:
Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Michael Walker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Leaven of the Ancients:
Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) is kind of publication which is giving the



reader erratic experience.

Ryan Maggard:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Leaven of the Ancients:
Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Leaven of the
Ancients: Suhrawardi and the Heritage of the Greeks (SUNY series in Islam) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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