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Cultural hybridity is a celebrated hallmark of U.S. American music and identity.
Yet hybrid music is all too often marked -and marketed - under a single racial
label. Resounding Afro Asia examines music projects that counter this
convention; these projects instead foreground racial mixture in players,
audiences, and sound in the very face of the ghettoizing culture industry. Giving
voice to four contemporary projects, author Tamara Roberts traces black/Asian
engagements that reach across the United States and beyond: Funkadesi, Yoko
Noge, Fred Ho and the Afro Asian Music Ensemble, and Red Baraat. From
Indian funk & reggae, to Japanese folk & blues, to jazz in various Asian and
African traditions, to Indian brass band and New Orleans second line, these
artists live multiracial lives in which they inhabit - and yet exceed - multicultural
frameworks built on essentialism and segregation.

When these musicians collaborate, they generate and perform racially marked
sounds that do not conform to their individual racial identities. The Afro Asian
artists discussed in this book splinter the expectations of racial determinism, and
through improvisation and composition, articulate new identities and
subjectivities in conversation with each other. These dynamic social, aesthetic,
and sonic practices construct a forum for the negotiation of racial and cultural
difference and the formation of inter-minority solidarities. Resounding Afro Asia
joins a growing body of literature that is writing Asian American artists back into
U.S. popular music history, while highlighting interracial engagements that have
fueled U.S. music making. The book will appeal to scholars of music,
ethnomusicology, race theory, and politics, as well as those interested in race and
popular music.
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Cultural hybridity is a celebrated hallmark of U.S. American music and identity. Yet hybrid music is all too
often marked -and marketed - under a single racial label. Resounding Afro Asia examines music projects that
counter this convention; these projects instead foreground racial mixture in players, audiences, and sound in
the very face of the ghettoizing culture industry. Giving voice to four contemporary projects, author Tamara
Roberts traces black/Asian engagements that reach across the United States and beyond: Funkadesi, Yoko
Noge, Fred Ho and the Afro Asian Music Ensemble, and Red Baraat. From Indian funk & reggae, to
Japanese folk & blues, to jazz in various Asian and African traditions, to Indian brass band and New Orleans
second line, these artists live multiracial lives in which they inhabit - and yet exceed - multicultural
frameworks built on essentialism and segregation.

When these musicians collaborate, they generate and perform racially marked sounds that do not conform to
their individual racial identities. The Afro Asian artists discussed in this book splinter the expectations of
racial determinism, and through improvisation and composition, articulate new identities and subjectivities in
conversation with each other. These dynamic social, aesthetic, and sonic practices construct a forum for the
negotiation of racial and cultural difference and the formation of inter-minority solidarities. Resounding Afro
Asia joins a growing body of literature that is writing Asian American artists back into U.S. popular music
history, while highlighting interracial engagements that have fueled U.S. music making. The book will
appeal to scholars of music, ethnomusicology, race theory, and politics, as well as those interested in race
and popular music.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Tamara Roberts Assistant Professor of Music at University of California, Berkeley, where she teaches
courses on popular music and politics. Other publications include Yellow Power, Yellow Soul: The Radical
Art of Fred Ho (co-edited with Roger Buckley) and articles and essays in multiple journals and anthologies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
Resounding Afro Asia: Interracial Music and the Politics of Collaboration (American Musicspheres)? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

John Honeycutt:

The book Resounding Afro Asia: Interracial Music and the Politics of Collaboration (American
Musicspheres) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Resounding Afro Asia: Interracial Music and the
Politics of Collaboration (American Musicspheres)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Resounding Afro Asia: Interracial Music and the Politics of Collaboration (American
Musicspheres) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maritza Berry:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Resounding Afro Asia: Interracial Music and
the Politics of Collaboration (American Musicspheres) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.



James Ojeda:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Resounding Afro Asia: Interracial Music and the Politics
of Collaboration (American Musicspheres) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this
one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Resounding Afro Asia: Interracial Music and the Politics of Collaboration (American
Musicspheres).
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