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Thisbook demonstrates the political potential of mainstream theatre in the US at
the end of the twentieth century, tracing ideological change over timein the
reception of US mainstream plays taking HIV/AIDS astheir topic from 1985 to
2000. Thisisthefirst study to combine the topics of the politics of performance,
LGBT theatre, and mainstream theatre’ s political potential, a juxtaposition that
shows how radical ideas become mainstream, that is, how the dominant ideol ogy
changes. Using materialist semiotics and extensive archival research, Juntunen
delineates the cultural history of four pivotal productions from that period?Larry
Kramer’s The Normal Heart (1985), Tony Kushner’'s Angelsin America (1992),
Jonathan Larson’s Rent (1996), and Moises Kaufman's The Laramie Project
(2000). Examining the connection between AIDS, mainstream theatre, and the
mediareveals key systems at work in ideological change over time during a
deadly epidemic whose effects changed the nation forever. Employing media
theory alongside nationalism studies and utilizing dozens of reviews for each
case study, the volume demonstrates that reviews are valuable evidence of how a
production was hailed by society’ s ideological gatekeepers. Mixing this new use
of reviews alongside textual analysis and material study?such as the theaters
locations, architectures, merchandise, program notes, and advertising?creates an
uncommonly rich description of these productions and their ideological effects.
This book will be of interest to scholars and students of theatre, politics, media
studies, queer theory, and US history, and to those with an interest in gay civil
rights, one of the most successful social movements of the late twentieth century.
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Thisbook demonstrates the political potential of mainstream theatre in the US at the end of the twentieth
century, tracing ideological change over time in the reception of US mainstream plays taking HIV/AIDS as
their topic from 1985 to 2000. Thisisthe first study to combine the topics of the politics of performance,
LGBT theatre, and mainstream theatre’ s political potential, a juxtaposition that shows how radical ideas
become mainstream, that is, how the dominant ideology changes. Using materialist semiotics and extensive
archival research, Juntunen delineates the cultural history of four pivotal productions from that period?Larry
Kramer’s The Normal Heart (1985), Tony Kushner’s Angelsin America (1992), Jonathan Larson’s Rent
(1996), and Moises Kaufman's The Laramie Project (2000). Examining the connection between AIDS,
mainstream theatre, and the mediareveals key systems at work in ideological change over time during a
deadly epidemic whose effects changed the nation forever. Employing media theory alongside nationalism
studies and utilizing dozens of reviews for each case study, the volume demonstrates that reviews are
valuable evidence of how a production was hailed by society’ sideological gatekeepers. Mixing this new use
of reviews alongside textual analysis and material study?such as the theaters’ locations, architectures,
merchandise, program notes, and advertising?creates an uncommonly rich description of these productions
and their ideol ogical effects. This book will be of interest to scholars and students of theatre, politics, media
studies, queer theory, and US history, and to those with an interest in gay civil rights, one of the most
successful social movements of the late twentieth century.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Jacob Juntunen is Associate Professor in the Department of Theater and in the Women’s, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies Program at Southern Illinois University, USA.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marc Gaul:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They can be reading
whatever they have because their habby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical
Palatable (Routledge Advancesin Theatre & Performance Studies).

Walter Dion:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil
Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge Advancesin Theatre & Performance Studies) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Jean Gonzales:

This Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge
Advancesin Theatre & Performance Studies) is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media,
and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge Advancesin Theatre & Performance
Studies) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by smply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep | mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are



looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
and also knowledge.

Julie Bailey:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil
Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge Advancesin Theatre & Performance Studies) was vibrant
and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay
Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge Advancesin Theatre & Performance Studies) has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. So, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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