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In this volume of three related essays, the reader will encounter a system of
interlocking images and symbols that lies at the core of the Far Eastern view of
the universe - a system that informs cosmology, ritual, ethics, aesthetics, and
many aspects of everyday life. The first essay, 'miniature Gardens in the Far
East', summarizes the complex cultural significance of the gardens of fantastic
rocks and dwarfed trees placed in basins, of Chinese origin but transmitted to
other Far Eastern cultures. The author demonstrates that these gardens are icons
whose components and forms not only symbolize but replicate paradise realms
important in ancient Chinese religion and folk beliefs. He shows that by
replicating such realms, the gardens both manifest and bestow on their possessor
the magical powers associated with them, and he details exactly how the gardens
accomplished this. Many subtle mutations of the miniature garden, such as
subterranean worlds equipped with their own sun and moon and populated with
aspirants of eternity, are revealed. The other two essays augment and
complement the riches of 'Miniature Gardens' with an enlightening treatment of
the domestic and religious architecture of East Asia. 'Dwelling Places, Their
Physical Details' discusses how the traditional cultures of China and Tibet give
material form to their cosmological speculations. The author provides a detailed
description of traditional housing, isolating the various parts of dwellings and
identifying their symbolism. He explains the significance of orienting houses
with regard to the cardinal directions and shows how the thoeries of Yin and
Yang and the Five Activities influenced their forms. The subject of the third
essay, 'The World and Architecture in Religious Thought', is the nature,
significance, and symbolism of the temples and holy buildings of China,
Mongolia, and Tibet, and the projection of their structure onto conceptions of the
structure of the sacred mountains K'un-lun and Sumeru.<
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The World in Miniature: Container
Gardens and Dwellings in Far Eastern Religious Thought will make you to be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Carroll Boggess:

This The World in Miniature: Container Gardens and Dwellings in Far Eastern Religious Thought book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The World in Miniature: Container
Gardens and Dwellings in Far Eastern Religious Thought without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The World in Miniature:
Container Gardens and Dwellings in Far Eastern Religious Thought can bring any time you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This The World in Miniature: Container Gardens and Dwellings in Far Eastern Religious Thought
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Shirley Akins:

The reason? Because this The World in Miniature: Container Gardens and Dwellings in Far Eastern
Religious Thought is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Bruce Herrera:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. The World in Miniature: Container Gardens and Dwellings in Far Eastern Religious
Thought can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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