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In the beginning, before there are words, or syntax, or discourse, there is speech.
Speech is an infant's gateway to language. Without exposure to speech, no
language--or at most only afeeble facsimile of language--devel ops, regardless of
how rich a child's biological endowment for language learning may be. But little
is given directly in speech--not words, for example, as anyone who has ever
listened to fluent conversation in an unfamiliar language can attest. Rather, words
and phrases, or rudimentary categories--or whatever other information is required
for syntactic and semantic analyses to begin operating--must be pulled from
speech through an infant's devel oping perceptual capacities. By the end of the
first year, an infant can segment at |east some words from fluent speech. Beyond
this, how impoverished or rich an infant's representations of input may be
remains largely unknown. Clearly, in the debate over determinants of early
language acquisition, the input speech stream has too often been offhandedly
dismissed as a potential source of information.

This volume brings together internationally-known scholars from a range of
disciplines--linguistics, psychology, cognitive and computer science, and
acoustics --who share common interests in how speech, in its phonological,
prosodic, distributional, and statistical properties, may encode information useful
for early language learning, and how such information may be deciphered by
very young children. These scholars offer a spectrum of viewpoints on the
possibility that aspects of speech may provide bootstraps for language learning;
contribute important, state-of-the-art findings across a variety of relevant
domains; and illuminate critical directions for future inquiry. The publication of
this volume represents a significant step in renewing the bonds between two
fields that have long been sundered--speech perception and language acquisition.
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In the beginning, before there are words, or syntax, or discourse, there is speech. Speech is an infant's
gateway to language. Without exposure to speech, no language--or at most only afeeble facsimile of
language--devel ops, regardiess of how rich a child's biological endowment for language learning may be.
But littleis given directly in speech--not words, for example, as anyone who has ever listened to fluent
conversation in an unfamiliar language can attest. Rather, words and phrases, or rudimentary categories--or
whatever other information is required for syntactic and semantic analyses to begin operating--must be
pulled from speech through an infant's devel oping perceptual capacities. By the end of the first year, an
infant can segment at least some words from fluent speech. Beyond this, how impoverished or rich an
infant's representations of input may be remains largely unknown. Clearly, in the debate over determinants of
early language acquisition, the input speech stream has too often been offhandedly dismissed as a potential
source of information.

This volume brings together internationally-known scholars from a range of disciplines--linguistics,
psychology, cognitive and computer science, and acoustics --who share common interests in how speech, in
its phonological, prosodic, distributional, and statistical properties, may encode information useful for early
language learning, and how such information may be deciphered by very young children. These scholars
offer a spectrum of viewpoints on the possibility that aspects of speech may provide bootstraps for language
learning; contribute important, state-of-the-art findings across a variety of relevant domains; and illuminate
critical directions for future inquiry. The publication of this volume represents a significant step in renewing
the bonds between two fields that have long been sundered--speech perception and language acquisition.
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Editorial Review
Review

Sgnal to Syntax makes an important contribution by summarizing a growing body of work, emerging from a
variety of disciplines, which documents the feasibility of the phonological bootstrapping hypothesis.
—Contemporary Psychology

...the editors have done us a service in stimulating and producing this theoretically well delimited yet diverse
volume. The rich range of empirical and linguistic analyses here, may be expected to influence the language
acquisition literature for many yearsto come.

—Child Language

...amost important theoretical contribution to child language study. It presents a coherent and
comprehensive series of chapters that all takes astheir starting point an attempt to unravel how the adult
speech that is addressed to young children might lead to their acquisition of the first language.
—TESL-EJ

...thisisclearly an impressive collection that deals with one of the greatest linguistic puzzes of our time.
Given the status of the syntax/LF and syntax/PF interfacesin recent minimalist syntax, it seems unlikely that
guestions related to the integration of semantic and phonological cuesto syntactic structure will lessenin
import. The editors deserve congratulations for producing such a fine work.

—Journal of Linguistics

...the volume is well-organized and clearly written. This publication is essential reading not only for those
interested in phonological development but also for psycholinguistics who investigate the acquisition of
mor phosyntax.

—The Phonetician

A very useful volume, relatively well integrated for this type of collective work, tapping a problem that has
become increasingly central in the last years.
—Anuario De Psicologia

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary McKay:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld may share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld aways
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them



isthis Signal to Syntax: Bootstrapping From Speech To Grammar in Early Acquisition.

Kristen Mazur:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by itsinclude may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Signal to Syntax: Bootstrapping From Speech To Grammar in Early
Acquisition why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a
person. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Joel Jones:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Signal to Syntax: Bootstrapping From Speech To Grammar in Early Acquisition this guide
consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Irma Chavez:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading'sinternal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Y eah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this Signal to Syntax: Bootstrapping From Speech To Grammar in Early Acquisition can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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