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A synthesis of forty years' work by France's leading sociologist, this book pushes
the critique of scholarly reason to a new level. It is a brilliant example of
Bourdieu's unique ability to link sociological theory, historical information, and
philosophical thought. Pascalian Meditations makes explicit the presuppositions
of a state of "scholasticism," a certain leisure liberated from the urgencies of the
world. Philosophers, unwilling to engage these presuppositions in their practice,
have brought them into the order of discourse, not so much to analyze them as to
legitimate them. This situation is the primary systematic, epistemological,
ethical, and aesthetic error that Bourdieu subjects to methodological critique.
This critique of scholarly reason is carried out in the name of Pascal because he,
too, pointed out the features of human existence that the scholastic outlook
ignores: he was concerned with symbolic power; he refused the temptation of
foundationalist thinking; he attended (without populist naïveté) to "ordinary
people"; and he was determined to seek the raison d'être of seemingly illogical
behavior rather than condemning or mocking it. Through this critique, Bourdieu
charts a negative philosophy that calls into question some of our most
fundamental presuppositions, such as a "subject" who is free and self-aware. This
philosophy, with its intellectual debt to such other "heretical" philosophers as
Wittgenstein, Austin, Dewey, and Peirce, renews traditional questioning of the
concepts of violence, power, time, history, the universal, and the purpose and
direction of existence.
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A synthesis of forty years' work by France's leading sociologist, this book pushes the critique of scholarly
reason to a new level. It is a brilliant example of Bourdieu's unique ability to link sociological theory,
historical information, and philosophical thought. Pascalian Meditations makes explicit the presuppositions
of a state of "scholasticism," a certain leisure liberated from the urgencies of the world. Philosophers,
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the scholastic outlook ignores: he was concerned with symbolic power; he refused the temptation of
foundationalist thinking; he attended (without populist naïveté) to "ordinary people"; and he was determined
to seek the raison d'être of seemingly illogical behavior rather than condemning or mocking it. Through this
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book will surely endure a a major classic of late twentieth-century social theory."_?Philosophy in
Review

"This latest book by France's preeminent sociologist provides a compact presentation of his concerns,
methods, and leading concepts. . . . The book will be an excellent introduction to Bourdieu's fruitful thought
for philosophers and social theorists." (Ethics)

From the Inside Flap

A synthesis of forty years’ work by France’s leading sociologist, this book pushes the critique of scholarly
reason to a new level. It is a brilliant example of Bourdieu’s unique ability to link sociological theory,
historical information, and philosophical thought.
Pascalian Meditations makes explicit the presuppositions of a state of “scholasticism,” a certain leisure
liberated from the urgencies of the world. Philosophers, unwilling to engage these presuppositions in their
practice, have brought them into the order of discourse, not so much to analyze them as to legitimate them.
This situation is the primary systematic, epistemological, ethical, and aesthetic error that Bourdieu subjects
to methodological critique.
This critique of scholarly reason is carried out in the name of Pascal because he, too, pointed out the features
of human existence that the scholastic outlook ignores: he was concerned with symbolic power; he refused
the temptation of foundationalist thinking; he attended (without populist naïveté) to “ordinary people”; and
he was determined to seek the raison d’être of seemingly illogical behavior rather than condemning or
mocking it.
Through this critique, Bourdieu charts a negative philosophy that calls into question some of our most
fundamental presuppositions, such as a “subject” who is free and self-aware. This philosophy, with its
intellectual debt to such other “heretical” philosophers as Wittgenstein, Austin, Dewey, and Peirce, renews
traditional questioning of the concepts of violence, power, time, history, the universal, and the purpose and
direction of existence.

From the Back Cover

“This book will surely endure a a major classic of late twentieth-century social theory.”_—Philosophy in
Review
“This latest book by France’s preeminent sociologist provides a compact presentation of his concerns,
methods, and leading concepts. . . . The book will be an excellent introduction to Bourdieu’s fruitful thought
for philosophers and social theorists.”—Ethics

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Celia Redmond:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can



help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Pascalian Meditations book since this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Bruce Parisien:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Pascalian Meditations.

Arthur McLaurin:

This Pascalian Meditations is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Pascalian Meditations in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Tammie Jackson:

The book untitled Pascalian Meditations contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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