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Can a bout of laziness or a digressive spell actually open up paths to creativity
and unexpected insights? In Obstruction Nick Salvato suggests that for those
engaged in scholarly pursuits laziness, digressiveness, and related experiences
can be paradoxically generative. Rather than being dismissed as hindrances, these
obstructions are to be embraced, clung to, and reoriented. Analyzing an eclectic
range of texts and figures, from the Greek Cynics and Denis Diderot to Dean
Martin and the Web series Drunk History, Salvato finds value in five
obstructions: embarrassment, laziness, slowness, cynicism, and digressiveness.
Whether listening to Tori Amos's music as a way to think about embarrassment,
linking the MTV series Daria to using cynicism to negotiate higher education's
corporatized climate, or examining the affect of slowness in Kelly Reichardt's
films, Salvato expands our conceptions of each obstruction and shows ways to
transform them into useful provocations. With a unique, literary, and self-
reflexive voice, Salvato demonstrates the importance of these debased
obstructions and shows how they may support alternative modes of intellectual
activity. In doing so, he impels us to rethink the very meanings of thinking, work,
and value. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"Joining gorgeous readings to new critical vocabularies and startling insights, Obstruction rewards the close
and slow reader. And like the work of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick or Lauren Berlant, José Esteban Muñoz or
Lee Edelman, it creates paradigms that, once absorbed, become difficult to think without."
 
(Jack Halberstam, author of The Queer Art of Failure)

"Offering a capacious analysis of the familiar blocks to creative and critical productivity, Nick Salvato
models a cutting-edge criticism that remains alert to the significance of language and the ruse of
intentionality. Obstruction is a provocative work and a pioneering venture in modeling a critical reading
practice of the present."
 
(Tavia Nyong'o, author of The Amalgamation Waltz: Race, Performance, and the Ruses of Memory)

About the Author

Nick Salvato is Associate Professor and Chair of Performing and Media Arts at Cornell University and the
author of Uncloseting Drama: American Modernism and Queer Performance.
 
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wendy Clark:

Often the book Obstruction will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Obstruction is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Willie McCorkle:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Obstruction can be very good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.



Hubert Wooten:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Obstruction.

Elizabeth Rivera:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known
as of book Obstruction. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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